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ONE PEAK OF EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE THAT I S HIGHLY RELEVANT TO 

THE NEEDS OF THE CHURCH IS THE REALM OF LANGUAGE. BYU SHOULD 

BECOME THE ACKNOWLEDGED LANGUAGE CAPITAL OF THE WORLD IN 

TERMS OF OUR ACADEMIC COMPETENCY. . . . THERE IS NO REASON WHY 

THIS UNIVERSITY COULD NOT BECOME THE PLACE WHERE, PERHAPS 

MORE THAN ANYWHERE ELSE, THE CONCERN FOR LITERACY AND THE 

TEACHING OF ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE IS FIRMLY 

HEADQUARTERED IN TERMS OF UNARGUABLE COMPETENCY AS WELL AS 

DEEP CONCERN. --SPENCER W. KIMBALL , OCTOBER 10, 1975 
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Welcome to the graduate programs in the Linguistics and English Language Department of Brigham Young 

University. We welcome you as friends and colleagues joining us in the development of our professions. We want 

you to feel accepted and comfortable at the University and in the community. If you have any difficulties that we can 

help you with, please contact your advisor, chair, the graduate coordinator, or the Linguistics and English Language 

secretary.  

We are proud of our graduates. You will find them in a variety of work settings around the world. We hope that you 

will continually feel the stimulation that comes from new learning and experiences. We want you to succeed and 

will try our best to help you to do so. This graduate handbook is one of our ways of assisting you.   

    Brigham Young University 
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The mission of the Linguistics/TESOL graduate program is to provide students 

with a fundamental understanding of general and applied linguistics. Students will 

gain competence in contemporary theory and practice with an emphasis on the 

four aims of a BYU education: 

Spirituality, Intellect, Character, and Life -Long Habits of 

Learning and Service 

and Service.  

M ISSION AND A IMS OF GRADUATE EDUCATION IN THE 

DEPARTMENT OF L INGUISTICS AND  ENGLISH  L ANGUAGE  

 

I NTELLECT:  YOU REPRESENT IN YOUR PRESENCE ON THIS 

CAMPUS THE WISDOM OF ALL THE WORLD AND OF ALL TIME. AMONG 

YOU THERE IS KNOWN MOST OF THE KNOWLEDGE EXISTING IN THE 

WORLD TODAY, WHETHER IT BE OF THE STARS OF THE UNIVERSE, OF 

THE ROCKS OF THE EARTH, OF THE HISTORY OF NATIONS AND 

PEOPLES, OF LANGUAGES THEY SPEAK, OF THE OPERATIONS OF 

GOVERNMENTS, OF THE LAWS OF ECONOMICS OF THE BEHAVIOR OF 

THE ATOM, OF THE NATURE OF ELECTRICITY, OF RELIGION AND 

ETHICS, OF LOVE AND HATE, OF THE MYRIAD FORCES AND 

INFLUENCES CONTROLLING OUR EXISTENCE.                                            

--GORDON B. HINCKLEY              

 

  

Character 

SPIRITUALITY : YOUR DOUBLE HERITAGE AND DUAL 

CONCERNS WITH THE SECULAR AND THE SPIRITUAL REQUIRE YOU 

TO BE "BILINGUAL." AS LDS SCHOLARS YOU MUST SPEAK WITH 

AUTHORITY AND EXCELLENCE TO YOUR PROFESSIONAL 

COLLEAGUES IN THE LANGUAGE OF SCHOLARSHIP, AND YOU MUST 

ALSO BE LITERATE IN THE LANGUAGE OF SPIRITUAL THINGS. WE 

MUST BE MORE BILINGUAL, IN THAT SENSE, TO FULFILL OUR 

PROMISE IN THE SECOND CENTURY OF BYU.      

--SPENCER W. KIMBALL, 1975 

                      

 Each department graduate faculty member will help students recognize the divine nature 

of the gift of language. They will encourage graduate students to seek the Spirit in their 

language studies and related academic experiences.  

 

 

Graduate faculty and staff in the department will regularly complement their professional 

duties with family, community, and Church service. Graduate students will magnify their BYU 

education by working to reach their highest potential, by sharing educational opportunities with 

others, and by serving as ambassadors of peace and goodwill wherever their careers may lead 

them throughout the world.  

 

 

The department graduate faculty will strive to foster the intellectual development of all 

students that they teach and mentor. They will encourage students to hunger and thirst for 

knowledge and wisdom. They will also help students acquire marketable skills in the field of 

language studies. 

The department graduate 

programs will provide an 

environment where students can 

grow in integrity, kindness, 

maturity, purity, and 

responsibility. Faculty, staff, 

and students will honor their 

commitment to follow in the 

footsteps of the Master Teacher, 

Jesus Christ.  

You will always keep solvent, be 

honest to the nth degree and 

always full of integrity, not 

because you are required to do 

so, to keep your position, but 

because you believe fully that 

God gives no commandments 

which are not for our own 

good. 

--Spencer W. Kimball, 1967 

LIFE -LONG HABITS OF LEARNING AND SERVICE: THIS UNIVERSITY WILL GO 

FORWARD. ITS STUDENTS ARE IDEALISTS WHO HAVE INTEGRITY, WHO LOVE TO WORK IN GOOD CAUSES. 

THERE STUDENTS WILL NOT ONLY HAVE SECULAR TRAINING, BUT WILL HAVE COME TO UNDERSTAND 

WHAT JESUS MEANT WHEN HE SAID THAT THE KEY OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH HAD BEEN LOST BY SOCIETY 

CENTURIES BEFORE, WAS ñTHE FULLNESS OF THE SCRIPTURES.ò WE UNDERSTAND, AS FEW PEOPLE 

DO, THAT EDUCATION IS A PART OF BEING ABOUT OUR FATHERôS BUSINESS AND THAT THE SCRIPTURES 

CONTAIN THE MASTER CONCEPTS FOR MANKIND.  --SPENCER W. KIMBALL, 1975  

 

 

 



 

3 

 

 

Linguistics/TESOL Graduate Handbook 2009-2010 

The Department of Linguistics and English Language 

 

The Context of the University 
Brigham Young University is a private institution sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

(LDS). It originated from the Brigham Young Academy, a teachers college founded in 1875. Although the Church 

did not directly sponsor the original academy, community and ecclesiastical leaders provided the financial 

foundation of the institution for many years. In 1903 the academy became a university, and the Church was its direct 

financial sponsor. Today the Church continues to provide the main financial support for BYU, and selected Church 

leaders are on the Board of Trustees.  Active members of the Church contribute tithing (10% of income), which 

means that each tithe-paying member makes a significant financial contribution to the Church each year.  The 

University recognizes this contribution by keeping tuition considerably lower than most other private universities, 

and the tithes of Church members pay about two-thirds of the cost of educating a student here.  Students that are not 

members of the Church pay tuition about one-third higher than members, which is analogous to higher tuition for 

nonresidents at a state school where residentsô taxes provide the main support. 

A majority of students at Brigham Young University are members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints. Religion classes provide spiritual education to complement the secular education of students. Many students 

are fluent in a language other than English. Ethical and moral values are very important to those who attend BYU.  

As part of the admissions procedure, all who apply have an interview with an LDS Bishop or a clergy person of their 

choice in order to affirm their commitment to the universityôs standards. As part of the interview process, the Honor 

Code and the Dress and Grooming Standards are explained to the potential student.  Those who enroll at the 

University agree to abide by these behavioral standards, and must reaffirm this commitment in an annual interview. 

 

 

 

Brigham Young University publishes a graduate catalog online (http://saas.byu.edu/catalog) that describes the 

university policies and procedures for graduate study. That catalog is the first and most important source of information 

for earning your graduate degree. This additional Graduate Handbook is provided by the Linguistics and English 

Language Department as a supplement to the BYU Graduate Catalog.  This handbook describes policies and procedures 

that are unique to our department graduate programs.  It also provides, in a single document, useful information for our 

graduate students that exists in a variety of locations in different handbooks and websites.  

Please send your comments, requests, or suggestions for the next edition of this handbook to linguistics@byu.edu. 

 

The Purpose of This Handbook 

http://saas.byu.edu/catalog
mailto:linguistics@byu.edu
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Dant, Doris 

American Literature, 

Linguistics 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/d
rd2 

doris_dant@byu.edu 

422-4707 

4069 JFSB 

 

A very important part of your graduate education will come from working closely with faculty 

advisors and mentors. You need to become acquainted with the faculty so you can not only 

choose the right topic for your MA thesis or project but also have the right advisory committee. 

Below are the names, photos, specialties, and contact information for all the faculty members in 

the Department of Linguistics and English Language.  You can learn more about each one by 

going to his or her respective website. There (and outside their office doors) you will also find 

faculty membersô office hours.  Every year, the Graduate Student Society also sponsors an 

activity designed to help students and faculty get to know each other better.  

 

 

Anderson, Neil  

Learning Styles and Strategies; 

Reading; Research 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/nja3 

neil_anderson@byu.edu 

422-5353 

4056A JFSB 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Baker, Wendy 

Second Language Acquisition; 

Psycholinguistics; Speech 

Perception and Production 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/wb42 

wendy_baker@byu.edu 

422-2471 

4057 JFSB 

 

 

Chapman, Don  

Old English Language and 

Literature; History of the English 

Language; Medieval Literature 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/dwc2 

don_chapman@byu.edu 

422-8738 

4047 JFSB 

 

Dewey, Dan 

Second Language Acquisition; 

Japanese 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/dpd2 

dan_dewey@byu.edu 

422-6005 

4067 JFSB 

 

Eddington, David  

Experimental Linguistics; 

Phonology; Morphology; Spanish 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/deddingt 

eddington@byu.edu 

422-7452 

4041 JFSB 

 

 

Eggington, William 

Varieties of English; Contrastive 

Rhetoric; Language Policy 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/wge 

wegg@byu.edu 

422-3483 

4064C JFSB 

 

Introduction to the Faculty 

 Davies, Mark 

Corpus Design and Use; Linguistics 

Databases; Historical Syntax and 

Syntactical Variation; Spanish and 

Portuguese 
http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/med48 

mark_davies@byu.edu 

422-9168 

4071 JFSB   

Davies, Mark 

Corpus Design and Use; 

Linguistics Databases; Historical 

Syntax and Syntactical Variation; 

Spanish and Portuguese 
http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/med48 

mark_davies@byu.edu 

422-9168 

4071 JFSB 

mailto:doris_dant@byu.edu
mailto:neil_anderson@byu.edu
mailto:wendy_baker@byu.edu
mailto:don_chapman@byu.edu
mailto:dan_dewey@byu.edu
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Elzinga, Dirk  

Phonological Theory and 

Analysis; Uto- Aztecan 

Languages 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/iae2 

dirk_elzinga@byu.edu 

422-2117 

4043 JFSB 

 

Henrichsen, Lynn 

TESOL; Methodology; Materials 

Development; Teacher Education; 

Adult ESL; International EFL 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/leh5 

lynn_henrichsen@byu.edu 

422-2938 

4040 JFSB 

 Evans, Norman 

TESOL Curriculum 

 Development; Language  

Program Administration and 

Assessment; Writing in a Second 

Language 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/evansn 

norman_evans@byu.edu 

422-8472 

4050 JFSB 

Lonsdale, Deryle 

Formal Syntax and Semantics; 

Computational Linguistics; 

Salish Languages 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/dwh8 

lonz@byu.edu 

422-4067 

4039 JFSB 

Gardner, Dee 

ESL Literacy; Vocabulary 

Acquisition 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/dig 

dee_gardner@byu.edu 

422-1219 

4061 JFSB 

Gardner, Marvin  

Editing; Publishing; English 

Language 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/mkg29 

marv_gardner@byu.edu 

422-1253 

4045 JFSB 

Hallen, Cynthia 

Rhetoric; Lexicography; Philology 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/clh8 

cynthia_hallen@byu.edu 

422-2020 

4073 JFSB 

 

Manning, Alan 

Linguistics Theory; Syntax 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/adm3 

alan_manning@byu.edu 

422-2974 

4053 JFSB 

Melby, Alan 

Computer Aids Translators; 

Syntax; French 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/akm2 

alan_melby@byu.edu 

422-2144 

4051 JFSB 

Nuckolls, Janis 

Quichua Grammar; Ideophony; 

Morphology; Anthropological 

Linguistics; Cultural Semantics; 

Discourse Pragmatics 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/jbn34 

janis_nuckolls@byu.edu 

422-3448 

4055 JFSB 
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Department Chair: William Eggington 

(801) 422-3483 

Graduate Coordinator: Dee Gardner    

(801) 422-1219 

Department Secretary: Phyllis Daniel  

(801) 422-2937 

GSA Faculty Advisor: Heather Willson 

(801) 422-2692 

Linguistic Graduate Advisor: Deryle 

Lonsdale (810) 422-4067 

TESOL Graduate Advisor: Lynn 

Henrichsen (801) 422-2938 

 

ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL 

 

 

Oaks, Dallin 

English Linguistics; Structure of 

English; Ambiguity, Old English 

Language 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/ddo 

dallin_oaks@byu.edu 

422-6369 

4075 JFSB 

Skousen, Royal 

Analogical Modeling; Textual 

Criticism 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/rjs4 

royal_skousen@byu.edu 

422-3482 

4037 JFSB 

Strong-Krause, Diane 

Language Testing; TESOL 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/ds23 

diane-strong-krause@byu.edu 

422-3970 

4064B JFSB 

 

Tanner, Mark  

Language Acquisition; TESOL; 

Sociolinguistics 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/mwt 

mark_tanner@byu.edu 

422-8154 

4063 JFSB 

 

Thorne, Mel 

Editing and Publishing 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/mjt 

mel_thorne@byu.edu 

422-1719 

4092 JKB 

 

Willson, Heather 

Syntax; Kôichieô; Marshallese 

http://humanities.byu.edu/faculty/hwills1 

heather_wilson@byu.edu 

422-2692 

4065 JFSB 
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The Linguistics MA program is designed to serve those seeking training in linguistic research and applications beyond 

the undergraduate major. The program serves the values and philosophy of our sponsoring institution (The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints) by training scholars and professionals who, we hope, will well represent the 

Church's general mission of truth seeking through first-rate research and service through practical applications of 

linguistic principles. 

Students who complete the Linguistics MA program should be able to: 

 Demonstrate the ability to ask linguistically meaningful questions 

 Analyze linguistic data using appropriate (linguistic) methodology 

 Be prepared to enter advanced programs of study, e.g. a PhD program in Hispanic Linguistics 

 Be able to make a formal presentation (on a linguistic topic) 

 Be able to understand, interpret, explain, analyze and assess academic linguistic texts 

 

 

TESOL Program Learning Outcomes 

Linguistics Program Learning Outcomes 

 

TESOL Program Learning Outcomes 

 The TESOL Graduate Program is divided into two parts. The first year of graduate study allows a student to 

complete a TESOL Graduate Certificate. The purpose of the certificate program is to provide basic training in 

the principles and practices of teaching English as a second or foreign language to adults whose first language 

is not English. The purpose of the master's program is to prepare students to become professionals in the field 

of teaching English to speakers of other languages. After finishing additional course work, students then 

complete either a master's thesis or a project. Completion of the MA TESOL program also provides students 

with appropriate preparation for further study at the PhD level as well as success as teachers of English in a 

second or foreign language setting. 

 After completing the TESOL Graduate Certificate, students will be able to: 

 Teach English language skills to non-native speakers of English in an effective and professional manner. 

As teachers, students willé 

 Manifest mastery of the English language 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the major systems of human language (phonology, morphology, 

lexicon, syntax/grammar, semantics, & pragmatics) 

 Analyze and apply theories of second language learning and acquisition 

 Evaluate principles underlying effective empirical research 

 Examine proven second language teaching strategies and procedures 

 Apply accepted principles of effective lesson planning and materials development 

  

 Students completing an MA in TESOL will go beyond the basic core competencies of the TESOL Graduate 

Certificate (See #1 above) to: 

Specialize in one or more of the following five areas (as determined by their choice of MA thesis or 

project topic and their graduate committee). These areas (and their associated learning outcomes) 

include the following:  
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Á Research: Analyze, perform, and communicate professional level research 

Á Specialized Teaching Knowledge & Skills: Demonstrate advanced specialized language teaching 

knowledge and skills in one or more of the language skills and elements by: 

 Examining, selecting, and using methods conducive to effective learning of particular language 

skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing) and elements (Culture, Grammar, Vocabulary, 

Pronunciation) 

 Examining, evaluating, and creating materials to support effective language teaching and 

learning 

 Critically analyzing research in language acquisition and teaching, and applying it to classroom 

contexts 

Á Curriculum and Materials Development: Develop professional quality curricula and materials for 

English language teaching 

Á Assessment and Evaluation: Create and interpret effective measures of language ability 

Á Administration and Supervision: Understand and practice recognized principles of effective teacher 

development and program operation 

 

 

 

 

 

TESOL Program Learning Outcomes Continuedé 


