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COLLEGE MEETING AGENDA

College and University Awards

Deans’ Remarks

Welcome ............................................................................. Dean Scott Miller

Opening Hymn..................................“Come, Sing to the Lord” (Hymn #10)
Directed by Michelle James

Accompanied by Greg Stallings

Invocation ..............................................................................Marvin Gardner

Benediction ...............................................................................Katie Paxman

Frank Christianson
Ray Clifford

George Handley
Dean Scott Miller
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Come, Sing to the Lord

Text and music:  Gerrit de Jong Jr., 1892–1978 2 Nephi 3:5–7
1 Chronicles 16:8–10
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COLLEGE HONORS
AND UNIVERSITY AWARDS

Scott M. Alvord 
Humanities+ Award 

Scott M. Alvord is an associate professor of 
Hispanic linguistics in the Department of 
Spanish and Portuguese at Brigham Young 
University. He received his PhD in Hispanic 
linguistics from the University of Minnesota 
in 2006. His research interests include Spanish 
phonetics and phonology, bilingualism,  
Spanish in the United States, and second 
language acquisition. Lately he has been serving 
as associate chair and internship coordinator of 
the Department of Spanish and Portuguese. 
 

Rex P. Nielson 
Humanities+ Award  
Rex P. Nielson is an assistant professor of Spanish 
and Portuguese and has taught at BYU since 
2010. He received his BA and MA in comparative 
literature from BYU and his PhD in Portuguese 
and Brazilian studies from Brown University. 
His research focuses on gender and masculinity 
in Luso-Brazilian culture, environmental 
humanities in Brazil and the global south, and 
foreign language and literature pedagogy in 
higher education. He is also an active translator 
and recently received a commendation from the 
National Library in Brazil for his translation 

of Silviano Santiago’s “Um discurso sobre o 
método” [Another Discourse on Method]. Rex 
and his wife, Natalie, an adjunct professor in the 
Department of Comparative Arts and Letters, live 
in Provo and are the proud parents of five children. 
 

Daryl Lee 
Outstanding Teaching Award 
Daryl Lee, associate professor in the Department 
of French and Italian, joined the faculty in 
1997. He enjoys teaching advanced language 
skills, eager to welcome returning missionaries 
from around the French-speaking world—
New Caledonia, French Polynesia, Quebec, 
continental Europe, and Africa. He has taught 
literary seminars on nineteenth-century French 
lyric poetry and versification, the nineteenth-
century French novel, memory and writing in 
twentieth-century French fiction, and theories 
of space, architecture, and urban space in French 
culture. Film is another teaching passion: he’s 
taught courses on classic French crime film and 
representations of the city in cinema (co-taught 
with Rob McFarland). As co-director of the 
International Cinema he has built on the work of 
previous directors of this great BYU institution 
and promoted its pedagogical utility for the 
college. An avid bread baker and traveler, he 
lives in Provo with his wife, Mary, tag-teaming 

Humanities Professorships and Fellowships
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parenting responsibilities over two teenage boys 
(the last of five at home) and cursing the weeds in 
his garden, vineyard, and orchard. 
 

Zach Largey 
Outstanding Adjunct Award 
Zachary Largey has taught composition courses 
at BYU since 2004, when he started his master’s 
program in English and rhetoric. His teaching 
experience includes freshman composition, 
persuasive writing, and writing in the arts and 
humanities. In 2013 he began coordinating the 
Writing Fellows program for University Writing, 
giving him the wonderful opportunity to work 
with professors and students from across the 
curriculum. He’s convinced that the Writing 
Fellows are among the best students and  
writers BYU has to offer, and he can’t imagine 
working with anyone else. He and his wife 
currently live in Orem and have four children. 
 

Doug Weatherford 
Humanities Center Fellow 

Douglas J. Weatherford, associate professor of 
Spanish, earned his PhD from the Pennsylvania 
State University. He has developed teaching 
and research interests in a wide range of areas 
related to Latin American literature and film, 
with particular emphasis on Mexico during 
the mid-twentieth century. Much of his 
recent scholarship has been dedicated to an 
examination of Mexican author Juan Rulfo’s 
(1917-1986) connection to the visual image in 
film and photography, and Weatherford has 
published a number of articles on the topic, with 
a book-length investigation, tentatively titled El 
camino de Juan Rulfo por el cine, nearly complete. 
Additionally, Weatherford was the faculty 
curator of a 2006 exhibit at BYU’s Museum of 

Art of Rulfo’s photography titled “Photographing 
Silence: Juan Rulfo’s Mexico.” Weatherford has 
completed an English-language translation of 
Rulfo’s second novel, El gallo de oro, and other 
lesser-known writings that will soon appear in 
print. Recently, he has been working as a content 
expert and guest interviewer with award-winning 
filmmaker Juan Carlos Rulfo who is completing 
a seven-part documentary on his father that will 
air in 2017 on Mexican television. 
 

Deborah Dean 
Britsch Professorship 
Since coming to BYU in 1999 Deborah Dean 
has taught primarily in the English teaching 
program. Her teaching and scholarship focus on 
composition pedagogy. She has written numerous 
articles and several books: Strategic Writing 
(NCTE), Bringing Grammar to Life (IRA), Genre 
Theory: Teaching, Writing, and Being (NCTE), 
What Works in Writing Instruction (NCTE), and 
Revision Decisions (Stenhouse). As director of the 
Central Utah Writing Project she works regularly 
with Utah teachers; she also conducts workshops 
with teachers across the country. She has served 
as associate director of the Writing Program, 
associate chair in the English Department, and 
most recently as associate dean of Undergraduate 
Education. 
 

Jeff Turley 
Humanities Professorship 
Jeff Turley has taught Spanish linguistics at BYU 
since 1990. After graduating from BYU with 
a double major in Spanish and international 
relations, followed by an MA in Hispanic 
linguistics, he received a PhD in Romance 
philology from the University of California, 
Berkeley. He has enjoyed directing several 
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Orlando Alba 
James Barker Lectureship 
Orlando Alba was born in 1948 in Licey, 
Santiago, Dominican Republic. He and his 
wife Miriam have three children and four 
grandchildren. 
 
Dr. Alba studied philosophy for three years at 
the Santo Tomás de Aquino Seminary, Santo 
Domingo, followed by a year of studying 

theology at the Université Laval, Quebec, 
Canada. Afterwards he completed a BA in 
education, majoring in Spanish, at Pontificia 
Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra, Santiago, 
Dominican Republic; an MA in linguistics 
at the Instituto de Lingüística, University of 
Puerto Rico, Río Piedras; and a PhD in Hispanic 
linguistics at the Universidad Complutense 
de Madrid, Spain. In 1985 he was awarded a 
Fulbright Scholarship to conduct research in the 
Department of Linguistics at the University of 

College of Humanities Lectureship

study abroad programs to Spain and one to the 
Dominican Republic and has directed the Rural 
Mexico Literacy Internship for many years. 
His research interests range from historical and 
modern Romance syntax to transcription and 
translation of early-modern Iberian documents 
relating to the European expansion in Asia. His 
latest book is an annotated translation of the 
extensive memoirs of García de Silva y Figueroa, 
Spanish ambassador to Persia (1614-1624). He 
has also taught a dozen or so New Testament and 
Book of Mormon classes. He enjoys keyboard 
instruments, sports, and exploring the sublime 
beauty of Utah’s canyons and mountains with his 
wife, Susan Quebbeman, a music instructor at 
Rock Canyon Elementary. 
 

Charlotte Stanford 
Humanities Center Fellow 

Charlotte A. Stanford joined BYU’s faculty in 
2003. Her graduate work in medieval studies 
(University of Connecticut, MA 1997) and 
art history (The Pennsylvania State University, 
2003) provided an interdisciplinary background 
that has served both her teaching and research 

within the Department of Comparative Arts 
and Letters. She happily teaches both 201 and 
202 survey courses regularly for a broad range of 
students as well as seminars that have focused on 
topics as diverse as death and commemoration 
in the humanities, medieval women’s literature, 
and the Humanities and the Sacred. Her 
first book, Commemorating the Dead in Late 
Medieval Strasbourg: Cathedral Building and the 
Book of Donors.  (Ashgate, 2011) grew out of 
her dissertation work, while her second, The 
Building Accounts of the Savoy Hospital, 1512–1520 
(Boydell, 2015), developed from a Fulbright 
Scholarship award to England in 2013. She has 
also published articles in The Art Bulletin, Gesta, 
and The Journal of the Society of Architectural 
Historians as well as book chapters in anthologies. 
Her current work focuses on tracing the building 
careers of the workmen listed in the Savoy 
hospital payrolls, in an effort to better understand 
the lives of the less-documented day laborers 
in the period of religious change and economic 
upheaval that was early sixteenth-century 
England.
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Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. He has also been an 
invited lecturer at several Spanish universities 
(Salamanca, Complutense de Madrid, Las 
Palmas de Gran Canarias, Alcalá de Henares) 
and Mexican universities (Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México, Colegio de México, 
Universidad de Nuevo León, Monterrey), as well 
as universities in Chile, Costa Rica, and in his 
native Dominican Republic. 
 
Before coming to BYU in 1991, Dr. Alba 
taught for seventeen years at his alma mater at 
Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra 
in the Department of Filosofía y Letras. He is 
a member of the Academy of Sciences of the 
Dominican Republic and is a corresponding 
academician of the Academia Dominicana 
de la Lengua (Dominican Academy of the 
Language). In 2005 he received a recognition 
award as “escritor distinguido residente en el 
extranjero” (distinguished writer residing abroad) 
during the 8th International Book Fair (Santo 
Domingo), and that same year he was awarded 
a medal from the Order of Duarte, Sánchez 
y Mella in the rank of Commander from the 
Dominican Government for his contribution to 
the understanding and dissemination of  
Dominican culture. This fall he will be honored 
by the Dominican Commission of Culture in 
the US, which will dedicate the 10th Dominican 
Book Fair in New York to him (October 28–30). 
 

Matt Wickman 
P.A. Christensen Lectureship 
Matthew Wickman began working at BYU 
in 2000, after earning his PhD at UCLA. 
His interests range widely from the British 
(and particularly the Scottish) long eighteenth 
century and Romanticism to modernism, 
literary and intellectual history, literary theory, 

and the interdisciplinary humanities (involving 
mathematics, law, the sciences, etc.). From 
2009-2012 he held a joint appointment with 
the University of Aberdeen, in Scotland, where 
he was senior lecturer of Scottish literature. He 
returned full-time to BYU in 2012 and assumed 
his current position as founding director of the 
BYU Humanities Center. 
 
He is the author of Literature After Euclid: 
The Geometric Imagination in the Long Scottish 
Enlightenment (Penn, 2016), The Ruins of 
Experience: Scotland’s “Romantick” Highlands and 
the Birth of the Modern Witness (Penn, 2007), 
articles in several journals (Romantic Circles 
Praxis, MLQ, Scottish Literary Review, The Yale 
Journal of Criticism, PMLA, and others), and 
numerous book chapters. Current projects include 
two edited volumes (one on the prehistory and 
afterlife of “high” theory in Scottish and Irish 
literary studies and another on Walter Scott’s 
uncanny place in modern thought) and a series 
of essays on the revisionist quality of spiritual 
experience as it pertains to matters of literary 
form, history, and theory. 
 
As director of the Humanities Center, he has 
worked with center fellows and colleagues from 
around the College of Humanities—and with 
scholars from institutions around the globe—on 
several initiatives: lectures, symposia, conferences, 
faculty and student research groups, colloquia 
featuring the work of BYU faculty, formal 
discussions about new scholarship and issues of 
broad interest in the humanities, interdisciplinary 
courses, public humanities outreach programs, 
faculty development workshops, and more.
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Christopher Crowe 
Karl G. Maeser Research & Creative 
Arts Award 
Chris Crowe joined the Church two months 
after graduating from high school and a few 
weeks before attending BYU on a football 
scholarship. He received his BA in English in 
1976 and returned to his high school alma mater 
to teach English and coach football and track 
for the next 10 years. While teaching full-time 
at the high school, he attended Arizona State 
University part-time, eventually completing a 
master’s and doctorate in English education. His 
first university position was at Himeji Dokkyo 
University in Japan where he taught for three 
years. He left Japan to accept a position in the 
English Department at BYU-Hawaii, and 
after four years there, joined the BYU English 
Department in 1993. He teaches courses in 
young adult literature, English education, and 
creative writing, and he has published widely in 
those fields. His best-known book is probably 
the novel Mississippi Trial, 1955 (Penguin 2002) 
and his least-known book is certainly the obscure 
essay collection What Americans Don’t Understand 
about Japanese Life (Kinseido 1990). He married 
Elizabeth Foley, his high school sweetheart, and 
they have four children and six grandchildren. 
 

ShuPei Wang 
Douglas R. Stewart Teaching and 
Learning Faculty Fellowship 
ShuPei Wang is originally from Taiwan and 
a mother of four children. In her leisure time, 
she likes to play piano, swim, and spend 
time with her two Golden Retrievers. Her 

professional interests include second language 
acquisition, attrition, pedagogy, and Chinese 
media course and curriculum design. Her 
passion in integrating multimedia technology 
into classroom teaching has grown out of her 
recent experience in designing a project. She 
believes becoming more adept in Mandarin TV 
news broadcasts is an essential requirement for 
advanced students. She has also collected and 
designed a set of materials for teaching Chinese 
through television news especially for them 
 

Dennis Cutchins 
Alcuin Award 

Dennis Cutchins is an associate professor of 
English at Brigham Young University where he 
regularly teaches courses in adaptation, American 
literature, and Western American literature. He 
has published on a wide range of topics, including 
co-editing three collections on adaptation. In 
2000 he won the Carl Bode award for the best 
article published in the Journal of American 
Culture for an essay on Leslie Silko’s Ceremony, 
and in 2004 received the Charles Redd Center’s 
Mollie and Karl Butler Young Scholar Award 
in Western Studies. He is currently working 
with Dr. Dennis Perry on an edited collection 
of essays on adaptations of Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein. He’s also working on a handbook to 
adaptation studies, and beginning work on ways 
to apply “big data” theories to adaptation studies. 
 

University Awards
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Mark Purves 
Alcuin Award 

Mark Purves is associate professor of Russian and 
head of the Russian section in the Department 
of German and Russian. After receiving his 
PhD in Slavic languages and literatures from 
the University of Virginia in 2007, Mark 
began teaching courses at BYU ranging from 
second- and third-year Russian grammar to 
classes dealing with the works of authors such 
as Dostoevsky, Tolstoy, and Vladimir Nabokov. 
His primary research interest is Anton Chekhov, 
about whom Mark has written in a variety of 
Slavic journals, Contemporary Literature and 
Culture and Modern Drama. Work on his first 
book, a monograph that frames Chekhov as 
a modern tragedian, is currently underway. 
Since 1993, Mark has been a member of the 
International Sinatra Society, something 

understood by his loved ones only—especially his 
mother, an unrepentant Sinatraphile.  
 

Michael Call 
Alcuin Award 

Michael Call graduated from BYU with a 
joint degree in French and humanities in 2000 
and then received his PhD in French from 
Yale University in 2006. His work focuses on 
seventeenth-century French literature and 
theater, and his book The Would-Be Author: 
Molière and the Comedy of Print came out in 2015 
(Purdue University Press). His latest research 
focuses on French literary reactions to changing 
notions of chance and the random in the early 
modern period. He and his wife, Becky, live in 
Provo and are the parents of six children.
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The Faculty Advisory Council is composed of five 
committees: Academic Environment, Teaching, 
Research, Compensation and Benefits, and  
Website and Communication.  
 
Faculty representatives from the College of 
Humanities served on two of these committees: 
Academic Environment and Research.  Our  
faculty is represented by Tony Brown, Jeffrey  
Turley, Stephen Tuttle, and Charlotte Stanford.
 
The Research committee began to collect and 
analyze faculty rank and status data in an effort 
to clarify advancement policies and help faculty 
prepare for successful reviews. 
 
The Academic Environment committee worked on 
helping make BYU a more “family-friendly”  
university. One proposal submitted was to require 
those involved in hiring and making CFS deci-
sions to receive training regarding gender bias and 

existing policies designed to accommodate parents 
of newborns and young children.  
 
Another proposal requested that the administra-
tion establish an exploratory committee composed 
of members of the faculty and human resource 
professionals to consider how BYU could cultivate 
a more family-friendly environment. 
 
This exploratory committee would evaluate current 
institutional policies and practices at the univer-
sity that might differentially impact the tenure of 
male and female faculty, gather data on how caring 
for children and elderly family members impacts 
faculty members’ ability to discharge their pro-
fessional duties, and consider the feasibility of the 
university offering assistance with childcare. 

FACULTY ADVISORY  
COUNCIL REPORT 
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COLLEGE CENTERS 
AND SERVICES

Center for Language Studies
Language Instruction

• The College of Humanities maintains its lead-
ership role in the teaching of foreign languages 
and the students who learn these languages 
remain a definitive example of proficiency.

• In 2015, CLS taught beginning- and advanced- 
level classes in 35 different languages.

• During the same year, CLS offered 135  
different language class sections.

Language Certificate Program

• Now in its sixth year, the BYU Language  
Certificate Program continues to grow in num-
bers of participants and certificate recipients. 
As of July 1st, language certificates have been 
awarded to 1,634 students representing 156 
different university majors who have complet-
ed requirements in language courses and rated 
advanced low or higher in language proficiency 
on either the Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) 
or Written Proficiency Test (WPT).

• Beginning fall 2016, we will be adding Taga-
log to the list of Language Certificate eligible 
languages!

Language Testing

• In 2015, CLS supported college language 
assessment initiatives by providing a total of 
1,359 OPIs and WPTs in 19 different  
languages. Tests were given to graduating 

language majors, students in study abroad pro-
grams, student interns, Language Certificate 
applicants, residents of the Foreign Language 
Houses, applicants to the SLaT MA program, 
Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) 
students, participants in various research proj-
ects, and students in departments conducting 
academic curriculum reviews.

• CLS successfully hosted the third annual  
ACTFL Proficiency Assessments Summer 
Institute on June 7-10, 2016, and nearly 100 
language professionals from all over the United 
States participated in the testing workshops. 
Thirteen BYU faculty took advantage of this 
professional development opportunity and 
participated in the workshops. Most of them 
are now in the process of becoming certified 
ACTFL testers through a vigorous certification 
process. 

Foreign Language Student Residence (FLSR)

• Implemented a new language curriculum 
across houses (311R).

• Enrollments are on the rise with 92%  
occupancy.

• Phase 1 of the two-year renovation project at 
the FLSR completed.

• What is cooking at the FLSR? Check out these 
online recipes: https://www.facebook.com/FL-
SR-Recipes-888095114649712/.
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As a lab school, BYU’s English Language Center 
facilitates unique opportunities for TESOL under-
graduate and master’s students to gain hands-on  
experience teaching, tutoring, designing, and 
developing instructional materials and language 
assessments, as well as participating in meaningful 
evaluation and research projects. K. James  
Hartshorn was appointed as the new program 
coordinator in January and comes to this post with 

over thirty years of experience in English language 
education in Asia and the US. He is passionate about 
the ELC vision “to build global leaders in English 
language teaching, learning, and research.” The 
ELC has four new visiting faculty who teach, fulfill 
administrative responsibilities, and help mentor our 
BYU students in their quest to become exceptional 
teaching professionals. 

Center for Teaching and Learning
Dr. Taylor Halverson is the CTL consultant 
assigned to the College of Humanities. The consul-
tant’s role is to provide resources and individualized 
support to faculty members on all aspects of teach-
ing and learning, training on pedagogical theory 
and practice, and, where needed, assistance with 
integrating technology into teaching and learning. 
 
Taylor focuses his teaching, research, and pro-
fessional work on helping others become lifelong 
learners. He does so through several core areas: (a) 
Improving teaching and learning; (b) Educational 
technology, including technology integration into 

teaching and learning; (c) Innovation, design, and 
creativity, including entrepreneurship; (d) Ancient 
studies, including Biblical, Book of Mormon, and 
other scripture studies. He completed PhDs at  
Indiana University in instructional systems tech-
nology and Judaism & Christianity in antiquity. 
His master’s degrees are in instructional systems 
technology (Indiana University) and Biblical  
studies (Yale University). Taylor also holds a BA in 
Near Eastern studies from Brigham Young  
University. Please see the CTL website for more 
information on Taylor. 

English Language Center

Other

• Michael Bush retired at the end of April. He 
held academic appointments at both the Air 
Force Academy and then at BYU, and at both 
institutions he made important contributions 
in the field of language learning technologies. 
At BYU, he even produced an original foreign 
language film where he created the script and 
directed the actors and film crew. He also 

organized the filming of in-country interviews 
to provide samples of authentic Arabic speech 
for use in language classes. During his service 
at BYU he was the principle investigator for 
several research projects with million dollar 
budgets; he was the contributing editor of 
an educational technology magazine; and he 
received multiple awards for his technology 
innovations.
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Here are a few upcoming ELC-sponsored events that 
may be of interest. The ELC Study Buddy Program 
provides BYU foreign language students with unique 
opportunities to interact with native speakers in their 
target language. The ELC Study Buddy Program  

orientation will be September 8 at 7:00 PM in the 
UPC. The ELC will also host this year’s  
Intermountain TESOL Conference October 7–8. 

Humanities Center

Humanities Advisement and Careers
More of our students are finding new and exciting 
ways to connect their foreign language skills to a 
variety of opportunities in the localization industry. 
 
Members of the BYU Localization Club attended 
the GALA conference in NYC in March to  
network with industry professionals and find jobs 
and internships. The club continues to partner with 
companies and organizations everywhere to learn 
more about cutting edge trends in localization and 
translation. 
 
We are excited to see the increased number of  
students learning project management and much 
more in on-campus internships through our 
HCOLL 494R class. 
 
Humanities to Business Club is up and running.  
We had about 35 members last year. Highlights 
were BYU MBA networking event and business 
etiquette training.  

Peer advising has proven to be very successful. We 
expect to continue refining and expanding this 
service. 
 
Calendar:

• August 26—College Showcase

• September 15—LocLand

• September 29, 4–5 PM—Graduate School Prep 
Workshop

• September 28, 7 PM—Humanities to Business 
Club Kick-off Activity

• September 29, 11 AM–12:30 PM—Department 
Internship Coordinators Meeting  
(Dean’s Conference Room)

• January 26, 4–5 PM—Graduate School Prep 
Workshop

The center enters its fifth year, so we’re throwing 
a party! Alright, not really. But most of our events 
already have something of a festive quality about 
them, with food and as much drink as the univer-
sity allows. And the center exists, of course, not to 
be celebrated, but to celebrate—and catalyze—the 
work of our faculty. So kudos to all who are finding 

ways to put the center’s resources to use and who 
support the intellectual life of the college, and the 
work of their colleagues, by attending center events. 
These are a few highlights for the coming year:

• Our annual theme is “After Suspicion . . .” 
Gregg Lambert (Founding Director of the 
Syracuse Humanities Center) will present our 
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The Humanities Publication Service (part of the 
Humanities Center) can help you achieve your 
publishing goals. Our services fall roughly into 
two areas: 
 
The Faculty Editing Service will copyedit your 
manuscript before you submit it for publication, 
so that the book or journal editor who decides 
whether to publish your manuscript can get to the 
substance of your argument without tripping over 
mechanical problems. 
 
The Humanities Publication Service also helps fac-
ulty members prepare journals and books for pub-
lication with a full range of production services. 
Periodicals produced recently through our service 
(in whole or in part) included the following: 

• Religion in the Age of Enlightenment
• The Folklore Historian
• Literature and Belief
• TESL Reporter
• AMCAP Journal
• Journal of the Western Archivist

In addition, we can do final editing on book man-
uscripts, format book manuscripts into pages, and 
create indexes. 
 
Email mel_thorne@byu.edu to get a more com-
plete description of how the HPS can help you. 
 
And remember: thanks to financial support from 
the College of Humanities, faculty in the college 
can use these services without charge.

Humanities Publication Services

lecture on September 23rd and Rita Felski (of 
the University of Virginia and editor of New 
Literary History) will be our guest for the  
Annual Symposium on February 24.

• We will hold regular colloquia at the usual time 
and place: Thursdays at 3 PM in JFSB 4010. 
Meetings will vary between faculty presenta-
tions on work in progress, discussions with 
guests of our research groups, and roundtables 
on special topics.

• Our first “Conversations” meeting—a series 
devoted to provocative, cross-disciplinary 
scholarship and pertinent topics of broad 
concern in the humanities—is scheduled for 
September 16th. Three or four similar meetings 
will follow later in the year.

• We continue to sponsor several vital research 
groups, with others in formation. This year at 
least two groups are planning symposia:  

Archipelagoes, Oceans, Americas (fall) and 
Adaptation Studies (winter).

• Our fourth annual ORCA Symposium,  
featuring excellent undergraduate research, 
will be held on October 14th.

• We continue to sponsor a book manuscript 
workshop in which a faculty member enlists 
two scholars—one from our college and one 
from another institution—to mentor the  
completion of a major project.

• We are launching a series of meetings (2–3 
per year) with scholars from other universities 
thinking in creative ways about the subjects of 
faith and/or religion. (These scholars will  
primarily, though not exclusively, be non-LDS.)

Plus, there are more things we’re doing, and more 
possibilities still. If you have an idea, please talk 
with Matt Wickman or one of the center fellows.
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International Cinema
Over the past forty-three years, IC has shown close 
to 2,000 films in 49 languages to tens of thousands 
of students and members of the BYU community. 
And in the past two years alone, the IC has wel-
comed 21,209 spectators for over 616 screenings of 
158 films. Special events last year included our an-
nual kick-off, Q&As with international film direc-
tors, special guest lectures, and our highly success-
ful frequent viewer awards. The IC is alive and well 
and we are grateful for your support in providing 
and attending Tuesday lectures and in promoting 
IC through advertising, suggesting films, putting 
films on your syllabus, and encouraging students to 
attend the lectures and screenings.  
 
This year we will start the first weekend of  
September with our kick-off featuring two brilliant 
films, Almodovar’s vivacious Volver (2006) and the 
deeply moving drama Phoenix (Petzold, 2014). 
 
A few highlights for our 2016/2017 season include:

• IC’s celebration of the 400th anniversary of the 
deaths of Shakespeare and Cervantes with Lost 
in La Mancha (Fulton, Pepe, 2002), Zeffirelli’s 
Hamlet (1990) and a Tibetan Hamlet adapta-
tion, Prince of the Himalayas (Hu, 2006).

• We will honor the late Kiarostami’s legacy with 

his 1997 Palme D’Or winning film, Taste of 
Cherry.

• A new sound system in 250 SWKT that will 
be inaugurated winter semester with a music 
series featuring the Talking Heads in Stop 
Making Sense (Demme,1984), Bob Dylan in 
Dont Look Back (Pennebacker,1967), and the 
BBC documentary on the banning of music in 
Mali They Will Have to Kill Us First (Schwartz, 
2015).

Once again, students can sign up for an  
International Cinema class (ICS 290r, 1.5 credits) 
in which they watch IC films together, attend the 
weekly lecture, and have time to discuss the week’s 
IC films. Students interested in doing a little more 
can now also minor in International Cinema  
Studies (ICS.byu.edu). 
 
We have a deep sense of gratitude for your ongo-
ing support as we depend on you to educate and 
encourage your students regarding the program. 
Check out our website (ic.byu.edu) and follow us 
on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to find out 
about our weekly schedules, lectures, and some fun 
contests. 
 
We welcome your feedback and suggestions.

LDS Philanthropies and the College of Humanities
LDS Philanthropies and the College of Humanities 
Matthew B. Christensen 
mbchristensen@byu.edu 
4019 JFSB  
(o) 801-422-9151 or (m) 801-822-3343

 

By assignment from the Board of Trustees and 
in concert with President Kevin J. Worthen, LDS 
Philanthropies (LDSP) is specifically tasked to 
work with all past, current, and prospective  
donors in coordinating all donations to the  
priorities of the First Presidency—which includes 
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BYU. My role is to be the lead in all efforts for 
working with donors and raising funds for the 
College of Humanities—particularly the dean’s 
priorities. Specifically, I work with donors at the 
“major gift” level ($25K and above). Because our 
generous donors are often approached for vari-
ous worthwhile projects across campus and the 
Church, the correlation of donor engagement is an 
imperative function of LDSP.  
 
President Worthen often acknowledges our com-
mitment to the donor inclination model  
(donors giving to areas for which they feel the 
most passion). He says that, in our work with 
donors at BYU, he prefers to call it the donor  
inspiration model. Thus, our donors are encour-
aged to seek for inspiration as they consider 
making a donation.  
 
Occasionally, faculty will come to my office to ask 
for my help to get a project funded. I love hearing 
about the research and welcome anyone to stop by 
and share. In order for me to actively pursue do-
nors on these kinds of projects the dean has asked 
that certain channels be observed in order to make 
sure our efforts and interactions with donors and 
potential donors are coordinated and strategic.

1. An initiative must first be approved by your 
respective department chair. 

2. The chair will then present the project to  
the dean. 

3. Once the dean approves the project we can 
begin taking steps to approach donors. 

Because trust and inspiration are so critical in 
all donor engagement, raising money sometimes 
takes time. Unfortunately, there is not a secret file 
of dozens of wealthy donors who are just waiting 
for me to show up and ask for money. When we 
discuss raising money for projects, please first 
consider people connected to you who may have 
an inclination to the prospective project. Please be 
sure to connect with me and follow the channels 
outlined above before discussing donations with 
prospective donors. 
 
Contributing to the success of students is the 
number one reason donors give to BYU in general 
and to the College of Humanities specifically. 
Donors never tire of hearing success stories about 
student experiences in scholarship or research. If 
you know an exceptional student-related story, 
please consider sharing it with me.  
 
The next year looks promising and will be filled 
with incredible experiences that will allow the 
College to continue to move forward in new and 
innovative ways.

Office of Digital Humanities (1163 JFSB)
Jarom McDonald has departed BYU for private sec-
tor employment. Devin Asay has been named as the 
new director of the Office of Digital Humanities. 
 
On February 26th, 2016, the Office of Digital 
Humanities and the BYU Humanities Center 
organized DHU1: a statewide symposium on the 

digital humanities held at Utah Valley University. 
More than 60 professors and students from seven 
colleges and universities attended the keynote by 
Dr. Tara McPherson of USC’s School of Cinematic 
Arts, who was followed by 18 papers in six concur-
rent sessions. Dr. Jeremy Browne of BYU’s Office 
of Digital Humanities, who served as the chair of 
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the organizing committee, said, “It was a great to 
finally see the excellent work going around the state 
in this emerging field.” The planning committee has 
already begun planning DHU2, which will be held 
next February at the University of Utah. 
 
Harold Hendricks completed a two-year term as 
president of the International Association for Lan-
guage Learning Technology (IALLT). 
 
Mark Wilson hosted a regional server security and 
administration training session, May 16–20. 
 
This fall a new localization minor will debut, jointly 
administered by ODH and the Department of 
Spanish and Portuguese. This minor will help better 
prepare students interested in careers in such fields 
as software localization and translation. For details 
see http://catalog2016.byu.edu/humanities/ 
digital-humanities-program/localization-minor. 
 
The Office of Digital Humanities offers the follow-
ing programs and services as part of its mission 
to provide research and technical support to the 
college, faculty, and students:

• Digital Humanities and Technology (DiGHT) 
Minor: This minor is available to all who wish 
to develop technological and analytical skills 
to support any humanities discipline. Minor 
requirements and courses for digital human-
ities, programming, print publishing, web 
development, and linguistic computing tracks 
are described at http://dight.byu.edu. Contact 
Jeremy Browne, 2-7439.

• Foreign Language Achievement Testing 
Services: Provides both BYU and non-BYU 
students the opportunity to receive up to 12 se-
mester hours of university credit by online ex-
amination. More information is at http://flats.
byu.edu  Contact Bonnie Bingham, 2-3512.

• Humanities Learning Resources: Computer 
labs in 1141, 1133, and 1131 JFSB provide 
students with both Macintosh and Windows 
computers and the software required for 
college programs. The HLR also maintains 
collections of audio, video, and textual materi-
al; manages the college video streaming service 
http://hummedia.byu.edu that provides access 
to customized video; offers an audio recording 
studio; and provides small group rooms for 
testing and studying, as well as other classroom 
facilities. The HLR also helps provide live inter-
national television to campus and the JFSB 
and access to campus subscriptions to Mango 
Languages and Pronunciator for independent 
language learning: http://hlr.byu.edu. Contact 
Harold Hendricks, 2-6448, or the HLR directly 
at 2-5424.

• Foreign Language Activity Commons: A 
non-traditional language classroom that offers 
space and facilities for cooking and cultural 
activities with projection and television sys-
tems. It is also a place for individual or group 
study, conversations, or department activities:  
http://flac.byu.edu. Contact Harold Hendricks, 
2-6448 or the FLAC directly at 2-7103.

• Testing Center: Offers a proctored environ-
ment for computer-based multimedia exams. 
Professors within the College of Humanities 
wishing to have their exams administered in 
this location may have customized tests created 
and administered here: http://odh.byu.edu/
lab/?id=4. Contact Russell A Hansen, 2-9295.

• Computer Support: Computer support repre-
sentatives in 4183 JFSB provide desktop and 
laptop support for all full and part-time college 
faculty and staff. Contact the CSR staff at 
2-2600 or Mel Smith, 2-7425.

• College Server Administration: Local expertise 
for allocating server space for college, depart-
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ment, and other projects; monitoring  
college-supported websites; file sharing capa-
bilities; etc. Contact Mark Wilson, 2-8927.

• Research Programming and Web Services 
Support: Sponsor, advance, and sustain Digital 
Humanities work throughout the university 
with programming and web development. 
Contact Tory Anderson, 2-2739.

• JKB Commons Area and Services: ODH pro-
vides computers and office supply support for 

the commons areas on the 3rd and 4th floors of 
the JKB. Contact Bonnie Bingham, 2-5360.

• Curriculum Development: Programming staff 
to help create and administer technology-as-
sisted instruction, including maintaining leg-
acy programs, such as http://webclips.byu.edu 
for grammar testing and remediation; Learning 
Web, for customized online tutorials; and 
textbook programs. Contact Harold Hendricks, 
2-6448.

Women’s Studies
The BYU Women’s Studies Program had a busy 
2015-2016 school year. We sponsored our annual 
fall conference on “Pioneering Women in Fields of 
Knowledge” with plenary speakers Penda Mbow 
(Minister and Personal Counselor to the  
President of Senegal) and Beth Nakhai (of The 
Arizona Center for Judaic Studies). Our Women’s 
History Month Celebration included a book pre-
sentation by the authors of The First Fifty Years of 
Relief Society, a hymn sing of songs by women, and 
co-sponsored visits from pioneering Civil Rights 
activist Joan Trumpauer Mulholland, and historians 
Allyson Hobbs (Stanford) and Sujey Vega (Arizona 
State). Our colloquium series featured guest speak-
ers from across campus, as well as historian Seth 
Koven (Rutgers), and literary critics Juliette Wells  
(Goucher College) and Vanda Anastácio  
(Universidade de Lisboa), presenting their latest 
research on women’s lives, women’s history, and 
women as writers and readers. The Women’s Studies 
Teaching and Research Group welcomed Karen 
Offen (a senior scholar at the Michelle R. Clayman 
Institute for Gender Research at Stanford), who 
presented two workshops on the history of  
European Feminisms and met with individual fac-
ulty and students to encourage their research. 
 

This year BYU Women’s Studies celebrates our 25th 
year as an interdisciplinary minor, housed during 
the past five years in both the College of  
Humanities and the College of Family, Home, & 
Social Sciences. Nearly 250 minors have graduat-
ed since our first group of three students in 1991! 
Our 2016 fall conference, “#25 Years of Breaking 
Stereotypes,” will honor faculty members, staff, and 
students who worked to put our current program 
in place. Former directors of the Women’s Research 
Institute and several accomplished alumnae will 
join current faculty and students on campus to dis-
cuss the value and significance of Women’s Studies 
at BYU and beyond. The conference will be held on 
Friday, November 4th in the Hinckley Center.  
 
Affiliation with Women’s Studies is open to all BYU 
faculty members whose teaching, research, and/
or service activities involve global or domestic 
women’s issues and/or contributions. Please email 
womensstudies@byu.edu for further information 
on becoming an affiliate. 
 
In January, Jessica Hansen joined us as our  
Women’s Studies office assistant. We are very  
grateful to have her on our team!
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BYU Chinese Flagship Center
BYU Chinese Flagship Center continues to draw 
amazing students to its program.

This year eight students have prepared in our do-
mestic program for an exciting year in the overseas 
program in Nanjing, China. This includes a semes-
ter of classes at Nanjing University and a  
semester-long internship with an organization  
in China. 

Farewell to our visiting instructor. Rita Chen has 
been at BYU as a student and instructor for many 
years. After teaching in the Chinese Flagship  
Program for three years, she now returns to her 
home in Taiwan. She will be missed by many in  
the college.

Welcome to our new visiting instructor. Yili 
Zhang comes to the Chinese Flagship Center from  
Boston’s Brandeis University. She will be teaching 
three of our Flagship courses. Yili makes a great 
addition to our Flagship faculty.

Rita Chen

Yili Zhang
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On Wednesday, May 18, President Worthen visited 
Nanjing University. This is where the Chinese Flag-
ship Overseas Program is based. President Worthen 
was accompanied by his wife Peggy, Dr. Sandra 
Rogers, and Dr. Jeffrey Ringer and his wife 
Amy.

BYU Chinese Flagship 
Directors visited China. Dr. 
Matt Christensen and 
Rita Cortez (Flagship 
directors) met up with BYU 
students in Beijing. These 
students are currently work-
ing as interns with various 
Chinese firms.
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After serving a year as a visiting 
assistant professor, Dr. EmiliE 
DuranD Zuniga joined the ANE 
faculty as a CFS-track faculty 
member in the Arabic section.  
Emilie received her PhD from 
the University of Texas, Austin in 
Arabic Linguistics and her research 
interests include Arabic sociopho-
netics, dialectology, and pedagogy. 
She is an extraordinarily talented 
language learner and is native or 
near native in five languages. She is 
married to Scott Zuniga with whom 
she enjoys traveling, hiking, and 
making music.

Dr. ShinSukE TSuchiya joined 
the Japanese section as a visiting 
assistant professor of Japanese. Dr. 
Tsuchiya, a specialist in applied 
linguistics and language pedagogy, 
recently completed his PhD at The 
Ohio State University. He is interest-
ed in the notion of “native speaker” 
as it relates to language pedagogy.  
He has taught Japanese for 10 years 
at various institutions including 
BYU, OSU, Missionary Training 
Center, Columbus Japanese  

Language School, and Honda. 
Shinsuke lives in Orem with his wife 
Alyssa and his 2 sons. He enjoys 
running, drawing, singing karaoke, 
and playing with his children.

Dr. TimoThy DaviS joined the 
department faculty as a visiting 
assistant professor of Chinese. He 
received his PhD in pre-modern 
Chinese history from Columbia  
University in 2008. His research 
interests center on the cultural 
history of Medieval China with par-
ticular emphasis on the relationship 
between commemoration and the 
construction of historical memory 
at the local and national level. His 
dissertation entitled “Potent Stone: 
Entombed Epigraphy and Com-
memorative Culture in Early Medi-
eval China” examines the religious, 
social, and cultural significance of 
stone-inscribed biographies called  
muzhiming. He has most recently 
worked in BYU’s History  
Department.

INTRODUCTIONS
Asian and Near Eastern Languages

Emilie Zuniga

Shinsuke Tsuchiya

Timothy Davis
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Dr. michaEl Taylor is eager to 
return to BYU where he completed a 
BA in English and German studies. 
He completed an MA in American 
Studies at Ruprecht-Karls- 
Universität Heidelberg and a PhD 
in English at the University of 
British Columbia. He specializes 
in indigenous and multi-ethnic 

literatures of North America and 
the Pacific. His current research 
examines the writings of indigenous 
nations and political action com-
mittees at the turn of the twentieth 
century. He argues for the need to 
push beyond the single-author focus 
of current literary studies in order to 
study, learn from, and more  

English

JuliE k. allEn earned her BA in 
European studies and German 
from BYU, and an MA and PhD in 
Germanic languages and literatures 
from Harvard University. Before 
coming to BYU, she was the Paul 
and Renate Madsen Professor of 
Danish in the Scandinavian Studies 
Department at the University of  
Wisconsin-Madison from 2006–
2016. Her primary research interests 
deal with the dissemination of mod-
els of national and cultural identity, 
primarily in Germany and Denmark, 
through film, literature, and popular 
culture.

She is the author of Icons of Danish 
Modernity: Georg Brandes and Asta 
Nielsen (2010) and Danish but not 
Lutheran: The Impact of Mormonism 
on Danish Cultural Identity, 1850-
1915 (forthcoming from the  
University of Utah Press in 2017), 

the editor of More than Just Fairy 
Tales: New Approaches to the Stories of 
Hans Christian Andersen (2014), and 
the co-translator of The  
Annotated Hans Christian Andersen 
(Norton, 2007). She has published 
extensively on European silent 
film, Danish-American culture, the 
philosopher Søren Kierkegaard, and 
is currently working on projects 
dealing with the oral histories of  
African women of faith, pyscho-
geography and nation branding in 
Danish literature and film,  
Danish-Mormon pioneer commu-
nities, and the global circulation of 
German and Scandinavian silent 
film in Australasia in the 1910s and 
20s. She is also the editor of The 
Bridge, the journal of the Danish 
American Heritage Society.

Comparative Arts & Letters

Julie K. Allen

Michael Taylor
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adequately celebrate the various 
writings of collective solidarity 
alongside the literature produced 
by individual authors. Dr. Taylor 
and his wife have been best friends 
since high school. They have two 
daughters and one more on the way. 
Together they enjoy cooking, swim-
ming, soccer, the outdoors, family 
movie nights, trampoline sleepovers, 
and spontaneous dance parties. Dr. 
Taylor is excited to share his love of 
literature, life, and the gospel with 
students and colleagues at BYU.

marTinE lEaviTT is the author of 
ten novels for young adult readers, 
including most recently Calvin, 
longlisted for the Printz Award. My 
Book of Life by Angel was a finalist for 
the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, a 
Horn Book Fanfare book, a Booklist 
Best Book of the year, and winner 
of the Canadian Library Associa-
tion’s Young Adult Book of the Year 
Award. Other titles include Keturah 
and Lord Death,  finalist for the 
National Book Award; Tom Finder, 
winner of the Mr. Christie’s Book 
Award; and Heck Superhero, finalist 
for the Governor General’s Award 
of Canada. Her novels have been 
published in Japan, Korea, Denmark, 
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and the 
Netherlands.

Leavitt previously taught creative 
writing to graduate students at  
Vermont College of Fine Arts. She 

is the mother of seven children, 
all grown, and the grandmother of 
seventeen.

Emily January PETErSEn holds a 
PhD in Professional Communication 
theory and practice from Utah State 
University (USU), where she held an 
English department presidential doc-
toral research fellowship. In March, 
she received a national Association of 
Teachers of Technical Writing grad-
uate research award for her disserta-
tion on female practitioners’ experi-
ences in the technical communication 
workplace. Her work has appeared 
in the Journal of Technical Writing 
and Communication, Communication 
Design Quarterly, the Journal of the 
Motherhood Initiative. Dr. Petersen 
holds an MA in literary studies from 
Weber State University, a BA with 
an emphasis in editing and technical 
writing from BYU, and a graduate 
certificate in women and gender 
studies from USU. Before academia, 
she worked as an editor for the LDS 
Church’s security department. She 
met her husband Michael, a CPA, in 
a BYU student ward, and they have 
two girls ages eleven and six.

larkin WEyanD grew up in south-
western Pennsylvania and in  
southeastern Idaho. He received his 
BA in English teaching from BYU, 
his MFA in creative writing (fiction) 
from the University of Maryland, and 
his PhD in adolescent, post- 

Martine Leavitt

Emily Petersen

Larkin Weyand
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English Language Center
EThan lynn was raised in the 
suburbs of Cincinnati, Ohio. Af-
ter graduating from high school in 
2008, he began his undergraduate 
studies at Brigham Young Univer-
sity. After completing his freshman 
year, he took a two-year hiatus to 
serve a Spanish-speaking mission 
in Long Beach, California. In 2011, 
he returned home and continued his 
university studies for three years. In 
2014, he earned a bachelor’s degree 
in Latin American studies along 
with both a minor in TESOL and a 
teaching certificate.

He began a master’s degree in 
TESOL the same year. While 
completing his master’s degree, he 
taught English at the following 

schools: Dixon Middle School as 
part of the Provo School District’s 
adult education program, Brigham 
Young University’s English Language 
Center, and Utah Valley University. 
He completed a thesis in which he 
developed a methodology for orga-
nizing idioms in order to facilitate 
future corpus-based idiom frequency 
searches. He will graduate with a 
master’s degree in August 2016. He 
will also begin working at the En-
glish Language Center as the reading 
skill area supervisor.

Ethan is happily married to his be-
loved wife, Felicia. They are the proud 
parents-to-be of a baby girl who is 
expected to arrive at Christmastime. 
He is an avid sports fan who roots 

Ethan Lynn

secondary, and community literacies 
from The Ohio State University. 
While at Ohio State he worked as a 
field researcher for the Argumenta-
tive Writing Project (AWP). With 
his AWP colleagues, he helped write 
Teaching and Learning Argumenta-
tive Writing in High School English 
Language Arts Classrooms. His other 
major research interest is the use of 
narrativizations of experience as a 
way to realize Dewey’s (1938) argu-
ment that experience can be educa-
tive. He taught high school English 

for nine years at American Fork 
High School. He won first place in 
the Utah Art Council’s 2011 Original 
Writing Competition for his short 
story collection: All the Pennsylvania 
Left to See. He met his wife at BYU 
during an ultimate Frisbee game 
when she tripped him and walked 
away without a word. They have 
four children. He is thrilled to be at 
BYU working with English Teaching 
students
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most strongly for the Cincinnati 
Reds and BYU Cougars. He also 
enjoys hiking in the mountains. His 
research interests include student 
motivation and reading in an ESL/
EFL context.

chirSTin STEPhEnS is excited to 
join the faculty of Brigham Young 
University and the College of 
Humanities this fall. Chirstin is 
from Utah and is the second of four 
children born to Corbett and Claudia 
Stephens. She is a recent graduate of 
BYU’s TESOL MA program. Her 
hands-on practicum experiences were 
completed at BYU’s English  
Language Center, where she thor-
oughly enjoyed teaching as well  
as learning about teaching. She was 
mentored by incredible faculty and 
was able to learn from peers, staff, 
and students alike. Her MA thesis 
research was also completed at BYU’s 
English Language Center. The goal 
of her research was to investigate the 
effect written feedback can have on 
ESL student’s pronunciation. 

Prior to her TESOL MA course-
work, she attended BYU and UVU. 
She graduated from BYU in 2014 
with a BA in Spanish translation and 
a minor in TESOL. In 2009, she 
received her AS degree from UVU. 
Chirstin’s current research interests 
lie in pronunciation pedagogy, lis-
tening comprehension strategies, and 
self-directed learning.

anDrEa gonZalEZ was raised in 
Fountain, North Carolina, along with 
her seven brothers and sisters. She 
started BYU in 2003 seeking a de-
gree in linguistics but put her studies 
on hold while she served a mission 
in Ohio. She graduated with a BA 
in linguistics in 2009. She then went 
on to get both a graduate certificate 
and an MA in TESOL at BYU. Her 
master’s thesis topic was self- 
regulated learning, and her  
professional interests also include 
second language acquisition and 
English grammar.

She enjoys running, hiking, and read-
ing. Most of all, she loves spending 
time with her husband, Faiver, to 
whom she has been married for seven 
years, and their two daughters, Lily 
and Emily.

karina JackSon grew up in the very 
small but charming town of Adna, 
Washington. She spent much of her 
formative years immersed in books, 
exploring the woods, and making 
home videos with her brother. In 
high school, Karina began taking 
classes at Centralia Community  
College to challenge herself academ-
ically. There she first began working 
with international students and fell 
in love with learning about other 
countries and cultures.

As a transfer student to BYU,  
Karina majored in geography with an 
emphasis in travel and tourism and a 

Chirstin Stephens

Andrea Gonzalez

Karina Jackson
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French and Italian
mariE orTon completed her B.A. 
degree in humanities at BYU, and 
her MA and PhD at the  
University of Chicago in Italian  
Language and Literature.  Before 
joining the BYU faculty this year, 
she taught at Duke University and 
Truman State University. 

One area of her research deals with 
inscriptions of violence in autobi-
ographical writings, and she has  
published multiple articles on Italian 
survivors of the Shoah as well as 
members of the terrorist organiza-
tion the Brigate Rosse. However, her 
major area of research focuses on the 
cultural ramifications of migration 
into Italy during the past two de-
cades, particularly the use of humor 
by migrant authors to subvert nega-

tive social stereotypes about migra-
tion. She has published an anthology 
of writings by seventeen migrant  
authors, Multicultural Literature in  
Contemporary Italy, co-edited with 
Graziella Parati, and translated  
Alessandro Dal Lago’s study 
Non-Persons: The Exclusion of  
Migrants in a Global Society.

Her chapter for International  
Migration Literature through the 
University of Vienna, as well as her 
translation of Edmondo DeAmicis’ 
novel Sull ’Oceano are forthcoming 
in January, 2017. She is currently 
editing a pedagogical database for 
Language Tribe, based in Turin, and 
writing an article, “Female Voices of 
Migration,” to be included in a  
Festschrift in honor of Rebecca West.

minor in English. This undergraduate 
experience was a perfect combina-
tion of her interests and led her to 
internship and work opportunities 
that continued to challenge her and 
ultimately encouraged her to serve 
a mission. After graduating from 
BYU in 2010, Karina served in the 
Guatemala City South Mission. Her 
experiences teaching the people of 
Guatemala inspired her to search for 
graduate programs and apply for the 
TESOL master’s program at BYU.

For her MA project, Karina worked 
on developing and evaluating an 
online basic ESL teacher training 
program for LDS missionaries. Since 
her graduation in April 2016, Karina 
has kept herself busy with continuing 
to improve the online training, teach-
ing at BYU’s English Language  
Center, and rediscovering her hob-
bies of reading and exploring.

Marie Orton
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Marie’s spouse, Brent (formerly of 
the academy) is a full-time artist, and 
their just-turned-teenage daughter, 
Corinne, has always had high  
story value.  

Dr. chriSTian ahihou is thrilled to 
join the faculty of French and Italian 
Department at BYU this fall (2016) as 
visiting assistant professor. His field of 
specialization is twentieth- and  
twenty-first century French  
nd Francophone literatures and 
cultural studies. His research focus 
on Sub-Saharan Africa, the formal 
aspects of literature (most notably in 
poetic prose fiction), critical theory 
and literary criticism. He is partic-
ularly interested in the disruptions 
of language by writers to create the 
literariness of texts, woman’s writing, 
migration and exile, and the concept of 
African ideology in literature (colonial 
and postcolonial studies, oral litera-
ture, Francophone African Diaspora 
. . .). Besides these areas of focus, his 
research and teaching interests extend 
to the Maghreb and Caribbean litera-
tures in French, the ninteenth-century 
French poets, and the stylistic aspects 
of theatre.

In addition to his dissertation, 
“Langue et langage littéraires chez 
Ken Bugul – Techniques et effets de 
glissement dans l’écriture du roman,” 
his research works include two books: 
Ken Bugul – La langue littéraire (Paris: 
L’Harmattan, 2013) and Glissement 
et fonctionnements du langage littérai-

re dans l ’écriture du roman chez Ken 
Bugul (currently under review at 
Karthala in Paris). His forthcoming 
book chapter: “Mariama Ba and Ken 
Bugul, Pioneer Women Writers in 
Francophone African Literature” is 
part of a research project in which 
he continues his works on differ-
ent aspects of women writings in 
French-speaking Africa. He also 
studies the socio-political themes of 
migration and exile in literature of 
Francophone Africa.

As a scholar and teacher his research 
always informs his teaching. Indeed, 
inspiring students to stretch and 
grow academically is one of the most 
important points of his teaching phi-
losophy, and for the near future, he 
hopes to instruct and guide students, 
here at BYU, toward learning and 
appreciating the French language, 
Francophone literatures and cultural 
studies. With his seven-years- 
student-career (middle school and 
high school combined) in a Catholic 
School (Collège Catholique Père  
Aupiais in Cotonou, Republic of 
Benin) he is familiar with academic 
systems where religion and education 
are the means to “assist individuals 
in their quest for perfection and 
eternal life,” and is fully committed 
to helping “develop students of faith, 
intellect, and character who have 
the skills and the desire to continue 
and to serve others throughout their 
lives.”

Christian Ahihou
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Linguistics and English Language

Jeff Parker

Chris Rogers

Humanities Advisement & Careers
hEaThEr PaTTErSon joined the 
HAC team in September 2015.  
Previously she worked as the 
training & internal support manag-
er for the BYU Registrar’s Office.  
Heather graduated from BYU with 
a  BA in American studies and a 
music minor. She considers her-
self an adventurer and loves being 
outdoors, traveling the world, and 
experiencing new peoples, foods, 
and cultures.

After focusing on raising her 3 
children, ElainE DaviES returned to 
college and graduated cum laude with 
a BA in statesmanship. Armed with 
a passion for learning and a new-
found love of the classics, she spent 
more than 10 exciting years teaching, 
developing curricula, and coordinat-
ing creative efforts in education. As 
empty-nesters, she and her husband, 
Scott, left California and moved to 
Provo where she now works in HAC 
assisting with events and projects.

Heather Patterson

Elaine Davies

JEff ParkEr is a new assistant 
professor in the Department of 
Linguistics and English Language. 
He got his BA in linguistics and 
Russian from BYU and did his 
graduate work at Ohio State, where 
he got an MA in Russian linguis-
tics, an MA in linguistics, and a 
PhD in Slavic linguistics. He uses 
corpus-based and experimental data 
to investigate questions about mor-
phology (word structure), with an 
emphasis on inflection class systems 
and Russian nouns. He will teach 
courses on language structure, lin-
guistic tools, and data analysis. He 
loves spending time with his wife, 
whom he met in his first linguistics 

class as an undergrad, and their 
three children. He also enjoys being 
outdoors running, hiking, biking, 
and camping; he also loves to make 
giant soap bubbles.

chriS rogErS has joined the 
Linguistics and English Language 
Department faculty as an assistant 
professor, after finishing his one-year 
appointment as a visiting faculty 
member. He graduated with a BA in 
Spanish from California State San 
Marcos, an MA in sociolinguistics 
from San Diego State University, 
and a PhD in linguistics from the 
University of Utah. He has been the 
director of the Center of American 
Indian Languages at the University 
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of Utah. His research specializations 
are: documentation of endangered 
languages, research methods in 
language documentation, historical 
linguistics, linguistic typology, the 
Xinkan languages, and the linguis-
tics of the languages of Central 
and South America. His current 

projects include the documentation 
of several languages in Central and 
South America. His personal inter-
ests include flying, backpacking, and 
spending time with his family.

Spanish & Portuguese
anna-liSa halling, assistant 
professor of Portuguese, received 
her BA at BYU, where she majored 
in Spanish and minored in  
Portuguese. She then completed 
her MA in Spanish Peninsular 
literature at BYU, after which she 
received her PhD in Hispanic 
literature with a Portuguese minor 
at Vanderbilt University. Before 
accepting her current position at 
BYU, she taught Spanish language, 
literature, film, and culture at the 
University of Southern Indiana. 
Her research interests include early 
modern Iberian convent theater, 
performance criticism, feminist 
theory, and spatial theory.

Additionally, she is interested in 
performance as a pedagogical tool, 
both in the classroom and the 
community. Anna-Lisa is originally 
from Southern California, and she 
and her husband Juan Carlos, who 
is from Chile, are the parents of 

two (bilingual) children. She enjoys 
spending time with her family in 
the great outdoors, traveling, and 
watching live theater.

michaEl chilD earned both his BA 
and MA in Portuguese from BYU 
and completed his PhD in 2014 in 
second language acquisition and 
teaching (SLAT) from the University 
of Arizona. Following his graduate 
work in Arizona, he worked as an 
assistant professor at Leiden  
University in the Netherlands from 
2014 to 2016 where he taught  
Portuguese and linguistics. Michael’s 
main research interests include 
second and third language acquisi-
tion, acquisition and use of cognate 
languages, bilingualism, language 
contact, and corpus linguistics. He is 
currently co-editing a volume dealing 
with bilingualism in the Spanish- 
and Portuguese-speaking world and 
is working on a multilingual learner 
corpus of Dutch/English learners of 

Anna-Lisa Halling

Michael Child
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Romance languages. Michael comes 
from Utah and he and his wife, Jeni, 
are the proud parents of four  
children. In his spare time, he loves 
being with his family, playing the 
guitar, hiking, and skiing.

BEThany BEyEr, visiting assistant 
professor of Portuguese, received her 
BA and MA in comparative literature 
from BYU, and completed her PhD 
in Hispanic languages and litera-
tures at UCLA (2013). Her research 
focuses on race and the shaping of 
the “national” family in Brazil and 
Cuba, particularly with regard to ad-
aptations of literature into dramatic 
musical works during the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. She has 
written on authors including  
Machado de Assis and Nicolás 
Guillén, and her other interests in-
clude Sephardic cultural expressions 
and perceptions of the Sephardim in 
the Americas.

JaSminE loWE returned to the De-
partment of Spanish &  
Portuguese after working in the  
Registrar’s Office for eighteen 

months. Jasmine first fell in love 
with Spanish while taking beginning 
Spanish classes at BYU to avoid 
taking an extra math class, and soon 
found herself studying syntactigrams 
and phonetic transcription for fun. 
After studying abroad in Spain, she 
received a BA in Spanish translation 
in 2010, began working for Span-
ish & Portuguese as the graduate 
secretary, and has re-visited her host 
family in Spain three times. Jasmine 
loves her job, scary movies, pulling 
weeds, late ’90s boyband music, the 
Spanish zeta, America, crossing 
things off to-do lists, and exploring 
beautiful places. She’s also crazy 
about her husband, who puts up with 
her beautifully. They recently traveled 
to Thailand, where they rode ele-
phants, went ziplining, petted tigers, 
and stayed in tribal villages.

Bethany Beyer

Jasmine Lowe
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American studies continues to grow as a program. 
More students are enrolling in the program earlier 
in their undergraduate experience, which speaks to 
the strengthened program profile. The program’s 
new writing and professionalization workshops 
are helping students to prepare for future study 
and work. Lectures by visiting scholars and our 
own Assistant Professor Mary Eyring initiated 
thoughtful conversations and generated even 

more excitement about the program. Program 
Coordinator Kristin L. Matthews has finished her 
five-year tenure at the program’s helm and will be 
replaced by Brian Roberts. She is excited to see 
how the American studies major will continue to 
develop and improve under his leadership. 

Van Gessel is among 142 individuals worldwide 
who are receiving a Commendation from the  
Foreign Minister of Japan (            ) for 
“promotion of mutual understanding between 
Japan and the United States.” The commendation 
will be presented in Salt Lake City in mid- 
September by the Consul General of Japan  
from Denver. 
 
Dil Parkinson was honored on April 1 at the 30th 
Symposium of the Arabic Linguistics Society held at 
The Stony Brook University. As a founding member, 
Dil has been involved in running the organization 
since its inception, serving as executive director, 
treasurer, and editor of multiple volumes of selected 
papers which appear in the Perspectives on Arabic 
Linguistics series published by Johns Benjamins. Dr. 

Mushira Eid, the executive director, announced that a 
volume now in press will be dedicated to him. 
 
The Chinese seCtion received for the ninth 
consecutive year a federal STARTALK grant to 
convene an intensive Chinese language program for 
high school students, this year lead by Steven Riep. 
steVen rieP was elected president of the Western 
Conference of the Association of Asian Studies 
(WCAAS).  He also served as program chair of the 
organization’s annual meeting held at the Universi-
ty of Utah. 
Department chair Dana BourGerie was appointed 
to the editorial board of The Journal of the Chinese 
Language Teachers Association, USA.

DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS

American Studies

Asian and Near Eastern Languages

外務大臣表彰 
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kirk BelnaP again organized summer Arabic 
courses for high school students. One star student 
began studying Arabic in September 2014 as part 
of a cohort of six students from Tabiona, Utah, par-
ticipating in an experiment with a hybrid approach 
combining distance learning and face-to-face 
instruction. Tabiona is an isolated town of 700 
people and its school doesn’t even have a Spanish 
teacher, but four students (one third of the junior 
class) completed their second year of Arabic  
in May. He also spent part of his fall professional 
development leave in Jordan, observing students 
and collecting biodata, including hair samples to 
measure cortisol. Jennifer Bown, Dan Dewey, 
and he have been working on this project since 
2010. They were invited to join a group of dis-
tinguished scholars who contributed chapters to 
Positive Psychology in Second Langauge Acquistion 
(Multilingual Matters) published in April. Their 
chapter, ‘Project Perseverance: Helping students be-
come self-regulating learners,’ documents interven-
tions that have helped BYU students deal with the 
stresses of intensive study abroad. 
 
sPenCer sCoVille played a critical role in pro-
viding a first-class educational experience for 24 
students of Arabic, a record number, who enrolled 
in the culminating courses for the Arabic second 
major during winter. As a result, we were compelled 
to offer three sections of our Arabic debate course 
that he designed. He and Jason anDrus, a visiting 
faculty member, conducted a seminar during spring 
for seven of these students on campus and one in 
North Carolina on “Religion & Society in Arabic 
Literature.” Students read an important novel, 
other shorter literary works, and key legal Islamist 
documents. Three scored Advanced High after 
their recent Oral Proficiency Interviews. 

Japanese section faculty member Paul warniCk 
departed this summer to serve as mission president 
in the Tokyo South mission.  
 
Jim toronto is currently serving as president 
of the Central Eurasian Mission. He and Diane 
shuttle from headquarters in the European side 
of Istanbul to the borders of China (Kazakhstan). 
They are loving the work and report that things  
are mostly quiet, especially after the recent at-
tempted coup. 
 
JaCk stoneman led an international symposium 
in March on the collection of rare Japanese books, 
manuscripts, and paintings held in the L. Tom 
Perry Special Collections, with three prominent 
keynote speakers from Japan.  
 
The Department of Asian and Near Eastern  
Languages (with support from the Department 
of Linguistics, the College, Center for Language 
Studies, and Asian Studies) hosted the 28th 
North American Conference on Chinese Lin-
guistics. Chinese section faculty members, Dana 
BourGerie and raChel liu chaired  
the conference.  
 
Two BYU Chinese program students, Alex Harper 
and Darrell Day, were chosen to attend the  
National Chinese Bridge Speech Competition. 
Day’s first place win at the national conference 
in Washington, DC earned him the chance to 
represent BYU and the United States at the 
international competition in Beijing in July. For 
the competition, participants had to give a speech, 
perform a talent and master trivia about Chinese 
language and culture. Day and Harper worked with 
Professor shuPei wanG in preparation for the 
competition.
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The English Department, College of Humanities, 
and Office for the Study of Christian Values in 
Literature jointly sponsored the seventh Literature 
and Belief Symposium, “Beauty and Belief.”  The 
two-day symposium in November 2015 explored 
connections among faith, literature, creative writ-
ing, and literary theory.  The symposium featured 
speakers from BYU to Kuwait University, including 
a keynote address by Professor Lori Branch, the 
series editor of Literature, Religion, and Postsecular 
Studies.  
 
leslee thorne-murPhy presented “Peace I 
Leave with You” at the university devotional on 
November 10, 2015. 
 
On March 17 and 18, 2016, over 900 gathered in 
the JFSB to attend the English Symposium. This 
event is an annual showcase put on by the English 
Department and the English Society. Attendance 
doubled from the previous year, and 106 students 
spoke in 38 themed panels. Winners of the  
Humanities College 50th Anniversary Essay  
contest also read their essays.  
 

In addition to the symposium, the English Society 
sponsored a wildly popular Harry Potter dinner in 
February. 
 
Marking the 30th anniversary of the Chernobyl 
disaster, on March 25, 2016, niCholas mason 
co-organized an all-day symposium on “Nuclear 
Energy and Proliferation in the 21st Century.” 
Speakers included professors from five colleges 
on campus and leading historians, diplomats, and 
policy leaders from the fields of nuclear energy and 
disarmament. 
 
DeBorah Dean and leslee thorne-murPhy 
presented at the BYU Women’s Conference in 
April 2016. In August, trent hiCkman, niCk 
mason, nanCy Christiansen, and matt  
wiCkman presented at BYU Education Week. 
 
The Creative Writing Minor completed a produc-
tive inaugural year.  With 78 students enrolling in 
the program since September 2015, it became the 
largest minor in the English Department.  
 
 

English

CeCilia Peek and martha PeaCoCk co-directed 
the London Centre Study Abroad program with a 
curriculum designed around the theme “The  
Classical Tradition in Britain.”  
 
nate kramer directed a study abroad program in 
Copenhagen, Denmark in Summer 2016.  
 
mark Johnson and heather Jensen co-directed 
the Art History Europe Study Abroad Program 

with 26 students, visiting museums, churches, and 
other important sites in Greece, Italy, Spain,  
Germany, France, and England. 
 
Scandinavian Studies had a record number of in-
terns during Summer 2016—five in Finland; three 
in Sweden; one in Iceland; and one in Norway. 

Comparative Arts and Letters
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French and Italian
marC oliVier has the following book under 
contract: Household Horror. Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press. (The Year’s Work: Studies in Fan 
Culture and Cultural Theory Series). Series Editors 
Edward P. Comentale and Aaron Jaffe. 
 
BoB huDson has the following book under 
contract: Clément Marot, Les Épîtres and Selected 
Autobiographical Verse: A Translation and Critical 
Edition. New York: AMS Press (French  
Renaissance Texts in Translation Series). Series 
Editor: Phillip J. Usher.  
 
Daryl lee has been chosen to receive the 2016 
College Excellence in Teaching Award. The award 
is given annually to a full-time faculty member who 
has demonstrated excellence in the classroom as 
evidenced by such things as student ratings, peer 
reviews, student progress toward learning goals, and 
content mastery. 
 
anCa sPrenGer edited volume 35 of the journal 
Otrante. The volume focused on Eastern Europe 
and the fantastic and included an introductory 
essay by Dr. Sprenger. 
 

marC oliVier’s Dangerous Tweets project (a 
Twitter version of the novel Liaisaons dangereuses) 
has been featured in Oxford’s Les Liaisons  
Dangereuses in 5x5—the first in a series about mak-
ing language texts more accessible. Dr. Olivier gave 
a radio interview as part of the project with Oxford. 
 
Corry CroPPer completed a three-year stint as 
a representative of the nineteenth-century French 
studies forum on the MLA’s delegate assembly. 
 
Business French students translated the Great Salt 
Lake Park booklet and website into French under 
the direction of Yvon Le Bras. 
 
ilona klein is part of the new Jewish Studies 
Working Group that fosters dialogue between 
colleagues at BYU, UVU, and the U of U. 
 
Chantal thomPson continues her service as chair 
of BYU’s Africana studies program and regularly 
consults with Utah’s dual immersion programs. 
 
niColaas unlanDt has replaced Anca Sprenger as 
the French studies graduate coordinator. 
 

lanCe larsen collaborated with his wife, artist 
Jacqui Larsen, on Three-Mile Radius, an exhibi-
tion combining art and poetry at the Springville 
Museum of Art, June through October 2016. 
Their work also was featured recently in Gettysburg 
Review, one of the top ten literary magazines in the 
country. Lance is finishing his final year as Utah’s 
Poet Laureate. 
 

GreG Clark’s book, Civic Jazz, won the 2016 
Rhetoric Society of America (RSA) Book Award. 
He is currently serving a two-year term as the 
President of the RSA. In June, he did a civic jazz 
education event with the Marcus Roberts Trio at 
the Burlington Jazz Festival in Vermont. 
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A 2016 survey of graduating seniors in French and Italian reveals the range of fields our students enter:
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German and Russian
The German faculty hosted Dr. hermann  
weissGärBer from the Austro-American Institute 
of Education in Vienna during fall semester. Dr. 
Weissgärber was on campus to interview students 
for internships in Austria and to help recruit  
students for study abroad in Vienna. 
 
teresa r. Bell was appointed program review co-
ordinator for ACTFL/CAEP (American Council 
on the Teaching of Foreign Languages/Council for 
Accreditation of Education Preparation). She was 
also elected president-elect of the Utah Chapter of 
the American Association of Teachers of German.  
 
Jennifer Bown, wenDy Baker-smemoe, Dan 
Dewey, and roB martinsen were awarded the Paul 

Pimsleur Research Award by the American Council 
for the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) 
for best article in foreign language education in 
2015. The title of their article is “Does Measuring 
L2 Utterance Fluency Equal Measuring Overall L2 
Proficiency? Evidence from Five Languages.”  
 
tony Brown gave the James L. Barker Lecture. 
His topic was “In Pursuit of Advanced Proficien-
cy and Beyond. Debate as a Means of Improving 
Language Learning and Proficiency.” 
 
miChelle stott James has completed her tenure 
as department chair. She was the university devo-
tional speaker on 22 June. 
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Linguistics and the English Language

Grant lunDBerG was on professional devel-
opment leave during winter semester 2016. He 
spent time in Slovenia studying Slovene language 
policy in education and the influence of English on 
different varieties of Slovene. Grant was appointed 
department chair effective 1 June 2016. 
 
roBert mCfarlanD was on professional develop-
ment leave during winter semester 2016. In April, 
he was a featured guest speaker at the Internatio-
nales Forschungszentrum Kulturwissenschaften 
(International Research Center for Cultural  
Studies) in Vienna. 
 
mark PurVes directed the spring term study 
abroad program to Nizhny Novgorod, Russia. 
 
laura Catharine smith was invited to be the 
co-editor of a prestigious new book series, Studies 

in Germanic Linguistics. The journal is published by 
the John Benjamins Publishing Company located 
in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. She also hosted 
Dr. Arturas Ratkus of the University of Vilnius 
in Lithuania. Dr. Ratkus was the keynote speaker 
at a student-organized symposium on Germanic 
linguistics. 
 
raissa soloVieVa hosted Dr. lilia sheVtsoVa, 
nonresident senior fellow at the Brookings Insti-
tution. Dr. Shevtsova gave two lectures on Putin’s 
Russia and on Russia as the global challenge. 
 
The 41st annual Adventssingen Christmas pro-
gram took place on Sunday, 6 December 2015 in 
the DeJong Concert Hall. kathryn isaak was the 
director.

Diane stronG-krause and marVin GarDner 
directed the English Language in Britain study 
abroad program summer 2016.  
 
norman eVans was appointed as the new depart-
ment chair in January 2015. 
 
Dallin oaks has co-founded a company called 
PhraseWorthy LLC, which has produced a web 
app (phraseworthy.com) that is based in part on 
his research with structural ambiguity. The app 
brainstorms ideas for clever wordplays for use in 
advertising, marketing, headlines, etc. and then 
provides phrases from which a user of the software 
can then select the most potentially useful ones for 
further refining and polishing.  
 
Grant eCkstein won the Best Graduate Student 
Paper for 2015 for his paper “Grammar Correction 
in the Writing Center: Expectations and Experi-

ences of Mono- and Multilingual Writers,” pub-
lished in the Canadian Modern Language Review.  
 
Dan Dewey and wenDy Baker-smemoe, along 
with roB martinsen and Jennifer Bown, 
received the Pimsleur Award from the American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL) in October 2015 for their research pub-
lished in the article “Does Measuring L2 Utterance 
Fluency Equal Measuring Overall L2 Proficiency? 
Evidence from Five Languages.” This is a top  
honor from the nation’s largest language  
teaching organization. 
 
Dee GarDner and Janis nuCkolls were both 
promoted to professor in fall 2015. 
 
royal skousen and roBin sCott Jensen received 
the Best Documentary Editing/Bibliography 
Award from The Mormon History Association for 
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Wendy Baker-Smemoe’s triplets Jesse Egbert’s baby daughter

The Joseph Smith Papers: Revelations and Transla-
tions, volume 3: The Printer’s Manuscript of the Book 
of Mormon. 
 
Janis nuCkolls was interviewed by Marcus Smith 
for Thinking Aloud and Julie Rose for Top of Mind. 
Janis Nuckolls’ Ecuador Study Abroad program 
was the featured story on BYU’s homepage. 
 

New arrivals: This year, the department welcomed 
four new babies. wenDy Baker-smemoe gave 
birth to triplet girls on March 26, 2016: Anna 
Charlotte, Catherine Jane, and Eliza Rose. They 
were born at 29 weeks and spent seven weeks in the 
NICU. All three girls are now home and doing very 
well. Jesse eGBert and his wife welcomed their 
fifth child, a daughter named Madison Mary, on 
May 23, 2016. 

Philosophy
Dr. traVis anDerson is stepping down this fall 
as the department chair. Our new department 
leadership will include chair Dr. JosePh Parry, 
who has recently served as the associate dean for 
the honors program, as well as our new associate 
chair Dr. DaViD Jensen. 
 
Congratulations to Dr. James faulConer on his 
new position at the Wheatley Institute.
We are saying goodbye to Dr. CoDy Carter and 
Dr. DaViD GranDy, who are both retiring after 

years of teaching in the department. Thank you!
We are welcoming back ChaD ConraD who is  
returning to BYU to teach. We also welcome 
BroCk mason as a new adjunct professor.
Congratulations to our department secretary 
Britni exton on her new baby, Kaizen Ender 
Exton! The department also welcomes Drew 
ChanDler as a new student secretary.
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Spanish and Portuguese
CheriCe montGomery, nieVes knaPP, and 
roB martinsen organized the 10th BYU  
Summer Workshop for Spanish Teachers, June 
21 and 22, on the BYU campus and hosted 100 
teachers. 
 
VanDa anastáCio of the University of Lisbon, 
taught a week-long mini-course entitled “What 
is a Woman Writer?,” and delivered a public lec-
ture on “Rethinking Women’s Books and Wom-
en’s Libraries of the Past through the Collection 
of the Fronteira Palace.” Valerie heGstrom 
hosted our guest. 
 
maC wilson co-hosted two visitors as part of 
an effort to celebrate Argentina’s Bicentennial 
of Independence from Spain (1816–2016). In 
collaboration with Jeffrey Shumway from the 
History Department, the events were co- 
sponsored by the Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese, the Department of History, the 
Latin American Studies program, and a grant 
from the National Resource Centers (NRC). The 
first guest was the renowned Argentine historian 
Gabriel Di Meglio who visited us for a week in 
February and gave his lecture, “From Revolution 
to Independence: Argentina, 1810–1816,” on 
February 25, 2016 to a packed auditorium in 
the Library. The second guest, Dr. Jeffrey Richey 
from Weber State University, presented his 
lecture to a full house in the B002 JFSB audito-
rium on April 7, 2016. His lecture was entitled 
“Playing at Nation: Soccer, Race, and National 
Identity in Argentina.” 
 
sCott alVorD and Brian l. PriCe co- 
organized several Spanish and Portuguese  
Advisement Fairs which were attended by hun-
dreds of our 321 students. 
 
ChristoPher J. Pountain, an emeritus profes-
sor of Spanish linguistics at Queen Mary, Uni-

versity of London, and a Life Fellow of Queens’ 
College, University of Cambridge, visited BYU 
as a mini-course instructor. He was hosted by the 
Linguistics Section and lynn williams. High-
lights from his visit include a public lecture he 
gave entitled “The Genius of Language,” which 
had about 100 people in attendance. 
 
Cherilee DeVore retired after 40 years as the 
executive secretary. Jasmine lowe took her 
place.
Christopher C. Lund retired after 24 years in 
the department. 
 
John rosenBerG hosted Javier Villoria, dean 
of the Faculty of Education at the University of 
Granada, who gave a lecture entitled “Americans 
Rediscover Spain: The Spains Washington Irving 
Lived.” 
 
GreGory stallinGs gave an introductory lec-
ture entitled “Almodovar’s Visual Style” on Pedro 
Almodovar’s 2006 film Volver. 
 
alBerto Vital Díaz, Coordinador de  
Humanidades, Universidad Nacional Autónoma 
de México, visited as a mini-course instructor. 
His course was entitled “Jorge Luis Borges, Julio 
Cortázar y Juan Rulfo: La onomástica en la nar-
rativa hispanoamericana,” and he was hosted by 
DouGlas J. weatherforD. 
 
Dawn samPles, Coordinator for World  
Languages and Partial Immersion at Lexington 
School District One, Columbia, SC, gave a mini-
course and a public lecture entitled “Purpose, 
Practice, Performance: 3 Ps that Increase  
Proficiency in a Second Language.” CheriCe  
montGomery hosted. 
 
mara GarCía kept the Instituto de Estudios 
Vallejianos active throughout the year with  
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activities and lectures including Go Forth 
to Serve: Spanish-Language Theatre for the 
Community, Recorriendo el Perú de Vallejo by 
DouGlas J. weatherforD, and a cultural night 
gala event. 
 
Brian l. PriCe inducted President Kevin J.  
Worthen as an honorary member of BYU’s chap-
ter of Sigma Delta Pi. Brian Price appeared as 
a guest on BYU Radio’s This’ll Take a While and 

gave a presentation for the Humanities  
Center Colloquium entitled “Mexico in the Key 
of Rock: Some Thoughts on Music, Literature, 
and Film.” 
 
La Marca Hispanica, under faculty adviser James 
r. krause, published its 25th Edition.
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MAJOR SCHOLARLY WORKS PUBLISHED IN 2015–2016

Bourgerie, Dana Scott, Yu Liu, and Qi Lin.  
Mastering Chinese Through Global Debate. 
Washington, DC: Georgetown University 
Press, 2016.

Gessel, Van Craig. “Mormons in Asia.” Oxford 
Handbook of Mormonism. Eds. Terryl L. Givens 
and Philip L. Barlow. London: Oxford  
University Press, 2015: 559–574.

Miller, J. Scott. “Quantum Feline: The Prescience 
of Poe’s Black Cat.” Engaging Worlds: Core Texts 
and Cultural Contexts: Selected Papers from 
the Sixteenth Annual Conference of the Associ-
ation for Core Texts and Courses. Eds. Robert 
D. Anderson, Molly B. Flynn, and J. Scott Lee. 
University Press of America, Inc., 2016.

Moody, Stephen J. “Learning Technical Terms in 
Workplace Interaction.” Interactional  
Competence in Japanese as an Additional  
Language. Eds. Tim Greer, Midori Ishida,  
Yumiko Tateyama. Honolulu, HI: NFLRC, 
2016.

Moody, Stephen J. “Fitting In or Standing Out? A 
Conflict of Belonging and Identity in Intercul-

tural Polite Talk at Work.” Applied Linguistics. 
(2016).

Riep, Steven L. “Chinese Modernism: The New 
Sensationalists.” The Columbia Companion to 
Modern Chinese Literature. Ed. Kirk Denton. 
New York City, New York: Columbia  
University Press, 2016: 176–182.

Scoville, Spencer D. “Darwish.” Banipal. Ed.  
Samuel Shimon. 56, n/a. London: Banipal, 
2016.

Stoneman, Jack Chris. “Recluse Literature: Saigyo, 
Chomei, and Kenko.” Cambridge History of 
Japanese Literature. Ed. Haruo Shirane. Cam-
bridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2015.

MAJOR SCHOLARLY WORKS 
PUBLISHED IN 2015–2016

Asian & Near Eastern Languages
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Center for Language Studies

English

Clifford, Ray T.  “A Rational for Criterion- 
Referenced Proficiency Testing”, Foreign  
Language Annals. 49(2), 2016.

Cox, Troy and Randall Davies. “Comparing Full-
range to At-level Applications of an Item-level 
Scoring Rubric on a Speaking Performance 
Assessment”. In Q. Zhang (Editor) Pacific Rim 
Objective Measurement Symposium (PROMS) 
2015 Conference Proceedings, Paper presented at 
Pacific Rim Objective Measurement  
Symposium, Fukuoka, Japan, 20–24 August. 
Singapore, Springer, 2016.

Thompson, Greg, Troy Cox and Nieves Knapp.  
“Comparing the OPI and the OPIc: The effect 
of test method on oral proficiency scores and 
student preferences,” Foreign Language Annals, 
49(1), 75–92, 2016.

Cox, Troy, Jennifer Bown and Jacob Burdis. “Ex-
ploring proficiency-based versus language for 
specific purposes items with elicited imitation 
assessment,” Foreign Language Annals. 48(3), 
350–371, 2015.

The Building Accounts of the Savoy Hospital, London 
1512-1520, edited by Charlotte A. Stanford.

Allen Christenson published Burden of the An-
cients: Maya Ceremonies of World Renewal 
(University of Texas Press, 2016). 

Larry Peer’s prize winning book Romanticism: 
Comparative Discourses was chosen for reissue 
(Routledge, 2016). 

Carl Sederholm published The Age of Lovecraft, 
a volume he co-edited with Jeffrey Weinstock 
(University of Minnesota Press, 2016). 

James R. Swensen published Picturing Migrants: The 
Grapes of Wrath and New Deal Documentary 
Photography (University of Oklahoma Press, 
October, 2015). 

Comparative Arts and Letters

Eliason, Eric. To See Them Run: Great Plains Coyote 
Coursing. University Press of Mississippi, 2015.

Esplin, Emron. Borges’s Poe: The Influence and Re-
invention of Edgar Allen Poe in Spanish America. 
University of Georgia Press, 2016.

Franklin, Joey. My Wife Wants You to Know I’m 
Happily Married. University of Nebraska Press, 
2015.

Madden, Patrick. Sublime Physick. University of 
Nebraska Press, 2016.
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French and Italian
Cropper, Corry. “Réintroduction à la littérature fan-

tastique: Enlightenment Philosophy, Object- 
Oriented Ontology, and the French Fantastic” in 
Nineteenth-Century French Studies.

Cropper, Corry. “Like a Furnace: Alfred Jarry’s The 
Supermale, Doping, and the Limits of Posi-
tivism.” Culture on Two Wheels: The Bicycle in 
Literature and Film. Eds. Jeremy Withers and 
Daniel P. Shea. University of Nebraska Press. 
2016.

Haraguchi, Jennifer. “Teaching Ignatian Spiritual-
ity to Rich and Poor Girls Through Dramatic 
Performance in Seventeenth-Century Florence.” 
The Sixteenth Century Journal 47.1 (April 2016): 
25–51.

Haraguchi, Jennifer. “Istruzione alle maestre 
(Instruction for Teachers): A Model Text for 
Women’s Lay Conservatories in Seventeenth- 
and Eighteenth-Century Tuscany.” Early Modern 
Women: An Interdisciplinary Journal 10.2 (April 
2016): 3–21.

Haraguchi, Jennifer. “Convent Alternatives for 
Rich and Poor Girls in Seventeenth-Century 

Florence: The Lay Conservatories of Eleono-
ra Ramirez di Montalvo (1602–59).” Devout 
Laywomen in the Early Modern World. Ed. 
Alison Weber. Surrey, England: Ashgate, 2016. 
255–275.

Hudson, Bob. “Bucolic Influence: Marot’s Gallic 
Pastoral and Maurice Scève’s Arion.” Romanic 
Review 105.3 –4 (May–Nov 2014): 253–272.

Lee, Daryl. “‘Catachronisme’ de la ville morte: 
la capitale du XIXe siècle et l’Anthropocène,” 
Sociétés et Représentations 41 (Spring 2016): 
119–135.

Olivier, Marc. “Glitch Gothic,” Cinematic Ghosts: 
Haunting and Spectrality from Silent Cinema to 
the Digital Era. Ed. Murray Leeder. Bloomsbury, 
2015.

Yvon, Le Bras, “La Relation de Jacques Bouton: 
Histoire naturelle et morale de la Martinique.” 
À la recherche du Caraïbe perdu. Ed. Bernard 
Grunberg. Paris: L’Harmattan, 2015.

Lazar, David and Patrick Madden, eds. After  
Montaigne. University of Georgia Press, 2015.

Roberts, Brian Russell and Keith Foulcher, eds. 
Indonesian Notebook: A Sourcebook on Richard 
Wright and the Bandung Conference. Duke  
University Press, 2016.

Tucker, Jeffrey. Kill February. Sage Hill Press, 2015.

Wickman, Matthew. Literature After Euclid: The 
Geometric Imagination in the Long Scottish 
Enlightenment. University of Pennsylvania Press, 
2016.
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Philosophy
Faulconer, James and Joseph M. Spencer, eds. 

Perspectives on Mormon Theology: Scriptural 
Theology. Salt Lake City, UT: Greg Kofford 
Books, 2015. 1–5.

Faulconer, James and Joseph M. Spencer, eds. “The 
Way to the Garden: Moses 5:1–12” in  
Perspectives on Mormon Theology: Scriptural 
Theology. Salt Lake City, UT: Greg Kofford 
Books, 2015. 181–193.

German and Russian
Clement, Christian. Rudolf Steiner: Writings. 

Critical Edition, vol. 2: Philosophical Writings.
Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt:  Frommann-Holzboog, 
2015.

Linguistics and English Language
Skousen, Royal, with collaboration of Stanford 

Carmack. Grammatical Variation, parts 1 and 2. 
The History of the Text of the Book of Mormon, 
volume 3 of the Book of Mormon Critical Text 
Project. Foundation for Ancient Research and 
Mormon Studies and Brigham Young University 
Studies: Provo, Utah, 2016.

Nuckolls, Janis. Lecciones de Una Mujer Fuerte 
Quechua: Ideofonia, Dialogo y Perspectiva,  

translated by Joaquina Hoskisson. Abya Yala 
Press, 2016.

Rogers, Chris. The Use and Development of the 
Xinkan Languages. Texas: University of Texas 
Press, June 2016.
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Spanish and Portuguese
Jeffrey Turley published his transcription and trans-

lation of The Boxer Codex. He and his co-author 
launched the book at the Royal Asiatic Society 
in London in December 2015.

Former student Jordan B. Jones (MA Portuguese 
’15) and James R. Krause recently coauthored 
“The Femme Fragile and Femme Fatale in the 
Fantastic Fiction of Machado de Assis.” It was 
published in the inaugural issue of Revista 
Abusões out of the Universidade do Estado do 
Rio de Janeiro.

“The Translator’s Sleight of Hand: Robert L. 
Scott-Buccleuch as Unreliable Reader in Dom 
Casmurro,” by James R. Krause, recently ap-
peared in Machado de Assis em Linha. The  
publishers selected the article to be translated 
into Portuguese in order to have a  
wider readership.

“Too Many Cooks in the Kitchen”: Translating 
Grande sertão: Veredas into Oblivion,” by James 
R. Krause, recently appeared in Chasqui, out of 
Arizona State University.

Valerie Hegstrom published two book chapters 
(co-authored with Amy R. Williamsen of UNC 
Greensboro): “Gendered Matters: Engaging 
Research on Early Modern Dramaturgas in the 
Classroom” in Teaching Gender through Latin 
American, Latino and Iberian Texts and Culture 
and “Early Modern Dramaturgas: A Contempo-
rary Performance History” in Remaking the Co-
media: Spanish Classical Theater in Adaptation.

Nieves Knapp, Gregory Thompson, and Troy Cox 
co-authored and published an article in ACTFL’s 
Foreign Language Annals.

Orlando Alba published “Madrid frente a Santo 
Domingo: la /d/ intervocálica y la /s/ implosiva” 
in Lingüística Española Actual.

Orlando Alba published “El béisbol: deporte 
norteamericano con sello hispanoamericano,” 
Informes del Observatorio / Observatorio Re-
ports. (Lynn Williams translated the article into 
English.)

Lynn Williams collaborated on a chapter of a book 
titled “Sociolinguistic variation” in The Oxford 
Guide to the Romance Languages.

Frederick G. Williams published Poets of São Tomé 
and Príncipe: A Bilingual Selection / Poetas de 
São Tomé e Príncipe uma selecção bilingue. This 
was followed a few months later by the publi-
cation of Poets of Guinea-Bissau: A Bilingual 
Selection / Poetas de Guiné-Bissau: uma selecção 
bilingue. These two bilingual publications com-
plete the eight-volume translation series on the 
major poets of all the countries and regions in 
the world whose official language is Portuguese.  

• Dr. Williams began the project in 1975 at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, but all 
of the volumes were published while at BYU.  
He has traveled to each of the eight countries 
and two Portuguese-speaking states in China 
and India. For each volume Dr. Williams wrote 
an historical/cultural introduction as context, 
plus biographical and literary notes on each of 
the poets and their work. All told he has trans-
lated into English over 1,500 poems, allowing 
English readers the opportunity to savor the 
variety and richness of the poetic tradition in 
the Portuguese language.
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Brian L. Price published an article entitled “José 
Agustín and the New Classical Music of Mexi-
can Counterculture” in the Revista de Estudios 
Hispánicos. 

Erik Larson published “The Problems of Figuration: 
Totality and Fragmentation in Ricardo Piglia’s 
Fiction” in Confluencia. 

Cherice Montgomery, in collaboration with Laura 
Catharine Smith, published an article entitled 
“Bridging the Gap Between Researchers and 
Practitioners” in Die Unterrichtspraxis/Teaching 
German.

Nathan Gordon published “Ophir de España: 
Transcribing a Seventeenth-Century Colonial 
Manuscript” in Pterodactilo and “Methods of 
Persuasion for Religious Donations in Comedia 
de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe y sus milagros” 
in the Bulletin of the Comediantes.

Alvin Sherman published “Reading for Stimmung 
in Muñoz Molina’s Sefarad” in Revista  
Canadiense de Estudios Hispánicos and “Food, 
War, and National Identity in Almudena 
Grandes’ Inés y la alegría” in the Bulletin of 
Spanish Studies.
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EMERITI HIGHLIGHTS

Retired during 2015–2016

Passed away since August 2015

COMPARATIVE ARTS & LETTERS 
Steven Sondrup 
 
CENTER FOR LANGUAGE STUDIES 
Mike Bush 
 
ENGLISH 
Jacqueline Thursby 
 
FRENCH & ITALIAN 
Cinzia Noble 
 

LINGUISTICS & ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Diane Strong-Krause 
 
PHILOSOPHY 
David Grandy 
Cody Carter 
 
SPANISH & PORTUGUESE 
Christopher Lund 
Cherilee Beus-Devore

ENGLISH 
William A. “Bert” Wilson 
 
FRENCH & ITALIAN 
Thomas Brown 
Gary Lambert 
 
LINGUISTICS & ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Robert W. Blair 
Linda Adams 
 

SPANISH & PORTUGUESE 
James Scott Taylor 
Harold Kay Moon 
 
GERMAN & RUSSIAN, DEAN’S OFFICE 
Randall Jones 
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August 29 
ORCA Grant Applications Open
August 29 
MEG Grant Applications Open
October 13 
Homecoming, Honored Alumni Lecture:  
Paul Brent Allen
October 14 
ORCA Symposium
October 20 
MEG Grant Application Deadline
October 20 
Annual Britsch Lecture (CAL): Professor Gary  
Edgerton, Professor and Dean of College of  
Communication, Butler University 

October 27 
ORCA Grants Application Deadline
October 27 
Shakespeare and Cervantes event
November 3 
Nan Osmond Grass Lecture: Scott Russell Sanders,  
11:00 AM, B002 JFSB
November 17 
Barker Lecture, Orlando Alba
November 22 
College Assessment Day
December 29 
MEG Grants Announced

UPCOMING EVENTS
Please add (or input) the following on your analog (or digital) calendar:

Fall 2016

Winter & Spring 2017
February 2 
College banquet
February 3 
ORCA Grants Announced
February 3 
Humanities Center Annual Symposium: Rita 
Felski, University of Virginia, editor of New Literary 
History
February 9 
P.A. Christensen Lecture: Matt Wickman
February 17 
University Conference on Undergraduate Re-
search—UVU
March 9 
College Assessment Day

April 28 
College Convocation
May 4–5 
Camp Assessalot
May 11–12 
Faculty Development Series–Spring Seminar for 
first-year faculty
May 18–19 
College second-year faculty retreat
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Julie Damron 
Asian & Near Eastern Languages

James Swenson 
Comparative Arts & Letters 

Jon Ostenson 
English

Faculty members granted continuing faculty status 
as associate professor:

Carl Sederholm 
Comparative Arts & Letters
 
 

Pat Madden 
English

Faculty members granted full professor status:

Seth Jeppesen 
Comparative Arts & Letters

Billy Hall 
English

Chris Flood 
French & Italian

Troy Cox 
Linguistics & English Language

Successful candidacy for continuing faculty status:

RANK & STATUS  
ADVANCEMENT RESULTS 
2015–2016

RANK & STATUS ADVANCEMENT RESULTS 2015–2016
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October 1 
Candidate files to Dean’s Office
October 20 
Department committee letter, department vote 
memo, and chair’s letter due to Dean’s Office
November 15 
College committee review complete
December 1 
File submitted to University

Due dates for rank and status advancement:
Deadlines for Final (CFS) Review and Full Professor Review

February 1 
Candidate files to Dean’s Office
February 20 
Department committee letter, department vote 
memo, and chair’s letter due to Dean’s Office
March 10 
College committee review complete
March 20 
File submitted to University

Deadline for Initial Review

College deadline to declare intent to sit for full professor is February 15
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The humaniTies CommuniCaTions offiCe

Tel l Your Story
DIGITAL SIGNAGE

Screens located throughout the JFSB that 
showcase events. A great tool to keep 
students, faculty, and staff informed.

IDENTITY PORTAL
A toolkit for your publicity needs with 

templates, logos, and tips.

POSTER POLICY
Posters promote your event or program 

amid constant student traffic  
in the stairwells

Access these resources at  
humanities.byu.edu/faculty-staff-commons.
For more information, please contact us at h-pr@byu.edu.

YOUR 
EVENT 
HERE
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